Sermon on the Mount study 4 -- Read Matthew 5:17 – 48.

1. Based on what you know about Jesus, why would anyone even think that he had come to abolish God’s Law or the word of the Prophets? (Matthew 5:17 – 19) 

2. Why does Jesus say that if anyone wants to enter the kingdom of heaven then his/her righteousness must surpass that of the Pharisees (a strict religious sect) and the teachers of God’s law? (5:20)

3. In this section of Jesus sermon, he begins each new topic with the words, ‘You have heard it said…’ (E.g. 5:21, 5:27, 5:31, 5:33, 5:38, 5:43). Where does Jesus expect that his disciples will have heard these things before?

4. Jesus follows each statement ‘You have heard it said…’ with the phrase, ‘But I tell you…’ This makes it sound like Jesus is teaching something contrary to God’s Law. Given that Jesus has already said that he hasn’t come to abolish the law, why does he speak in this way? 

5. As you read each instruction of Jesus concerning murder, adultery, divorce, etc., whose way seems harder to follow, Jesus’ way or the way of the Law? Explain your answer. 

6. In 5:48 Jesus commands us to, ‘Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect’. What is your response to this command? Why does Jesus say this? 

7. How would you summarise or explain the main aim or point of this section of Jesus’ sermon?
