Sermon on the Mount – Study 5. Read Matthew 6:1 - 4, 16 - 18; 7:1 – 6. 

1. Jesus teaches us to be careful not to do our acts of righteousness in such a way as to be seen by people. After reading this week’s Bible passage, how would you define ‘acts of righteousness’?

2. Why, does Jesus need to warn us not to do these righteous acts in such a way as to be seen by others? Why might we be tempted to perform these acts in this way?
3. Why will God punish those who do their righteous acts merely to impress others by stripping them of their heavenly reward?

4. In 6:2 – 4, Jesus warns his disciples not to make a show of their gifts to the needy? What might be the modern day equivalent of this sin? How should we give?

5. In 6:16 – 18, Jesus speaks about fasting. What is fasting and what is its purpose? 

6. Jesus warns his disciples not to try to look sombre or pathetic when they fast.  What would be a modern day equivalent of this sin?  

7. Do you think that people should still fast today, and if so, how should it be done? 

8. In 7:1 Jesus warns us about judging other people. How might openly judging another person for his/her sin be thought of by some as a pious act of righteousness?

9. In 7:3 – 5, Jesus gives his famous analogy of the sawdust versus the plank in the eye. What is the meaning of this teaching? 

10. Jesus’ teaching about pearls and pigs in 7:6 isn’t easy to understand. What is Jesus trying to teach us through this analogy, and how is it connected to the rest of his teaching in this passage? 

