The Church as 0 Bride. “Chhesians 5:25 ~ 32
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1. "The Bride and Groom luve cach ather. “Fiisband,
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himselfsp for her.” (‘Cphosians
5:25) Who can resiss that smile that takes cver the fose when wosce a bride and groom
gaging into each other s eyes on their wedding day? Christ has demanstrated fis love for
his Charch by giving up his own b for her. Do you trady love Fesus? K a chure,
hoaw do we reciprocate “@hrist s looe for us?

2. The Dride submits to her Hisband, “Dlabmis to ene ancther aut of reverence for
Ghhrist. Wires, aubmit yourselves ts your swrn husbands as you do 1o the Lond.”
(Chhesians 5:24 ~ 22) Gendew rales in marriage are not as elearly deftned today
b they were when D aul wrate this letter ta the Church, in “Ephesns. Hiivever, twe
things are dear from this pasiage: o) Plad eapects all Christians to bubmis to cach other
out of revexence for what @hrist has done for ws; 8) Hh pant of this mutual submissian,
D il ashs wives to submit to their hushands s to the Lord., e you submitting to
Chriss s awthonity? Wheat docs it mean for ws as Chriss s cheareh to bubomis to his

headihip?

3. The PBride presents herselfwith purity and beauty to her fusband. *[ @hriss gave himic)f
wp for the church ] ... ts presont e to himselfas a radiant dhurch, without stain or wrinkle
or any ather Uemish, but holy and Hameless, " Sre you remaining fuidfil to Chrise?
ot does the Church present iselfuith purity and beauty before,_Jesss? (‘Cphesians
525 - 27)

4. The DBride and Groom are meant to bo togethor. "Tor this reason a man will leave
4is father and mather and be wunited to his wife, and the two will become one flost. This is @
profoand mystery —but I am tabhing about Christ and the chareh. * (‘Cphesians 5:31
- 32) Read Revelation 211 ~ S and 19:6 - 9. What does marriage
consummation mean in regpect to Christ and his Church?




