‘Just Walk Across The Room’ Study one (Philippians 2:4 – 11)

This study series is named from the title of Bill Hybels’ most recent book (Hybels is the founding and senior pastor of Willow Creek Community Church in Illinois, USA). In the introduction to his book, ‘Just Walk Across The Room
’ Hybels recounts this story: While out sailing one day he suddenly felt prompted by the Holy Spirit to revisit a nearby hillside where, as a teenager, he first met Christ. This set into motion what Hybels calls ‘a serendipitous collision of circumstances’ which led him into a situation where he was able to share his story of meeting Christ with a very unlikely but spiritually needy man. 
One of the first verses I memorised as a child comes from John 3:8, “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." Recalling this verse, I am struck by the fact that this story began as Hybels was out sailing. Sailing is a sport that is obviously dependent on the wind; and throughout the Bible there is a close connection between the physical wind which we can hear and feel but can’t see, and the breath of the Holy Spirit which can also be heard and felt, but can’t be seen. In other words, as surely as it was the physical wind that carried Bill’s sailboat back to the camp site where he first met Christ, it was also the Holy Spirit who carried him into the circumstances which allowed him to share his salvation story with a man desperately in need of Christ. 
In the opening chapter of ‘Just Walk Across The Room’, Hybels tells another story about a Muslim African-American man who rejected Christianity for a period of time because of the appalling prejudice and rejection he experienced in a church – eventually leading him to become a Muslim instead. However, he recommitted his life to Christ because a white Christian man followed the promptings of the Holy Spirit, extracted himself from his own ‘circle of comfort’ at a social function and walked across the room to befriend this black man who was standing by himself on the other side of the room.  It was this second story that gave Hybels the idea for the title his book. He describes how, after hearing this African-American man recount this story, for some unknown reason it grabbed hold of him and wouldn’t let go. Finally he realised that what this white Christian man did when he left his circle of comfort and walked across the room to speak to the black Muslim man was exactly what Christ has done for us. Philippians 2:4 – 11 tells us that the fellowship that Jesus was enjoying with his Father and the angels in Heaven was interrupted by the painful plight of our sin and alienation from God. Jesus was moved by love and compassion into action as he left behind this ultimate circle of comfort and crossed the cosmos to bring us back into relationship with God. 

It is easy to fall into the trap of feeling like evangelism (telling people about Jesus) is a way of earning Christian merit points or that it is just an intimidating religious duty which we must do. But Jesus, who is the ultimate evangelist and the author of our salvation, certainly doesn’t see it this way. From his perspective, sharing the good news of salvation should be motivated completely by our desire to lead alienated and lost people back into a loving relationship with their Creator and Heavenly Father (just as Christ has done for us). Therefore, rather than thinking about how we might ‘do evangelism’ let’s begin praying that God’s Spirit will open our eyes to opportunities to ‘walk across the room’ and stretch out the loving and compassionate hands of Christ to those that God wants to call back to himself. 
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