How do we worship God when Sunday is over? Wisdom series overview
One commentator on the book of Proverbs declares, “Proverbs doesn’t take us to church, but cries out into the streets and into our every day lives” (D. Kidner). The same could be said of all three Wisdom books that we will be looking at during this series (Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes). Mentions of priests, places of worship and religious rituals are mostly missing from these books, which were written after the Israelites had entered the Promised Land and were becoming established as a nation. With the temple now constructed, the Israelites were becoming used to their regular religious routines. Now they faced the question all God’s children face:  How do we make pleasing God part of our everyday lives at home, at work, and in our relationships? Or, to put the question into our modern Christian context, “How do we worship God when Sunday is over?” The three Biblical books that we will study during this series examine from different perspectives both the blessings and the trials of trying to live a consistent and godly life from day to day.  

Proverbs is generally black and white in regard to the consequences of leading a wise or foolish life before God (e.g. read Proverbs 10). According to Proverbs, the voice of Wisdom leads to life, and the voice of Folly to death. Because God is good and just, the righteous can expect to enjoy his blessings, but the wicked will face his wrath. Proverbs makes no apologies for declaring this again and again through its parables and myriad of pithy sayings. 
Ecclesiastes is more pessimistic and cynical about the value of trying to live a righteous life. “Meaningless! Useless! Everything is pointless!” declares the author (1:2). According to Ecclesiastes, it doesn’t seem to matter how a person lives; a wicked person may prosper while a good person lives in poverty. In the end, the good and the evil all lie next to each other in the graveyards; so where is the fair system of rewards and punishments promised in Proverbs? However, we need to understand that the writer of Ecclesiastes isn’t incurably pessimistic. While he spends most of his time focussing on life ‘under the sun’ he also cries out to Heaven for rescue from this frustrating, futile, and fallen existence, feeling confident that the God of justice and righteousness will one day set everything right on the earth, just as he has done in heaven (Ecclesiastes 12:13 – 14).
The story of Job is a real life human drama that helps to bridge the apparent discrepancy between the black and white doctrine of Proverbs and the cynical philosophy of Ecclesiastes. In the opening two chapters of this story, we meet Job, a righteous man who always fears God and shuns evil; therefore, he is richly blessed by God (as we would expect from reading Proverbs). Then suddenly, for no apparent reason, Job’s family, wealth, and health, are all taken away from him, and his existence becomes utterly miserable and futile (as bemoaned in Ecclesiastes). Jobs friends arrive to ‘comfort’ him, by continually insisting that he must have committed some great sin to have brought such disaster on himself. They plead with him to repent of whatever he has done against God so that everything can be made right again.  But to their great frustration, Job keeps insisting on his innocence before God. The ensuing debate between Job and his friends moves Job closer and closer to denying God’s righteousness and cursing him. This is significant because, as readers, we know that Job’s situation originates out of Satan’s accusation before God that Job only honours God because of the many blessings God has given him. “Take them all away” Satan declares to “God, “and Job will curse you to your face!” However, by the end of the book God proves that Job has something worth far more than any earthly possession: The wisdom to fear God and shun evil, even in the most trying circumstances – just as Jesus did. 
Luke 2:52 tell us that Jesus, from boyhood, continued to grow in wisdom and in favour with God. These three wisdom books will not only help us to see Jesus as our perfect model of Wisdom, they will also help us grow and become wise and obedient like him.

