Promoting the gospel by living attractive lives. Titus 2:1 – 14
This study is based on chapter 7 of John Dickson’s ‘Promoting The Gospel’
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There’s just something about really beautiful people. We may try not to stare, yet our eyes are drawn to them like magnets. But even the most attractive models admit that the task of beautifying oneself is a painstaking process that involves choosing the right outfit, artistically matching shoes to accessories, wearing just the right perfume or cologne; working with your hair until it’s just so; skilfully applying makeup, fake tans, dieting and work out regiments… 
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Paul proclaims that Christians too must diligently strive to make the teaching about our God attractive to others (Titus 2:10).  It’s worth noting that Paul’s original Greek word that most English Bibles translate as ‘attractive’ is ‘kosmeo’ from which we get the word ‘cosmetic’. However, Paul obviously isn’t talking about applying foundation to cover over our superficial flaws, but about using our good works to draw attention to the goodness of Christ who lives in us.
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Last week our focus was on how we could spread the teaching of Jesus through our combined efforts as the body of Christ. But in Paul’s letter to Titus (in which he speaks to adults and children; men and women; masters [employers] and slaves [employees]) we are all challenged to think about how we as individuals should conduct our lives and relationships in such a way that they draw positive attention to Jesus. In essence what Paul is saying is that  through our attitudes, actions and speech we should constantly be working openly display the character of Christ in our lives. Below is a list of just some of the Christian characteristics Paul says should adorn our lives:
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· Living an orderly and blameless life (1:6)

· Being faithful to God and to others (1:6, 9)

· Being self-disciplined and self-controlled (1:7, 8) 
· Showing hospitality (1:8)

· Being grounded in a Biblical faith (1:9)

· Being worthy of respect (2:2)
· Enduring in love (2:2)

· Pure and not addicted to any sin (2:3, 5)
· Being honest, diligent, and trustworthy (2:10)
· Being humble (2:9; 3:2)
· Being peacemakers and not engaging in course talk, gossip or slander (2:2; 3:9 – 10)
The fact that so many people wanted to be around Jesus is a testimony to his godly character and the attractiveness of his teaching and lifestyle. Because of our sin we can’t be perfect like Christ. But it should still be the goal of our lives to become a little more like him each day. How will you be a model of the character of Christ? With which aspects of Christ character will you commit to adorning yourself today? Are there any sinful blemishes which you need Christ to forgive and cleanse so that they don’t become a distraction from the goodness of Jesus?  

