Building Blocks of Discipleship. Overview 2. 
Meeting is better than reading (Luke 24:13 – 32)

When we study the Scriptures do we expect to meet Jesus through them? Or do we study the Bible simply to learn more about the Bible? The first of these two approaches should be our goal; the second can become little more than preparation for a game of Bible Trivia. 
If we search the Scriptures themselves we can find both positive and negative examples of Bible study. A negative example can be found in chapter five of John’s gospel. No sooner had Jesus miraculously healed a man who had been crippled for thirty-eight years than the religious authorities began criticizing him for working on the Sabbath day of rest and not strictly adhering to the rules of Scripture. Jesus responded to their petty legalism by explaining, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and so I too am working” (5:17). However, for this answer the authorities became even more determined to kill Jesus because he had added insult to their injury by calling God his own Father. It was then that Jesus pointed out the profound failure of their Bible study,
“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” (John 5:39)
In other words, if these religious authorities had truly understood God’s word then they would have realized that God was trying to turn their hearts to his Son, whom they were seeking to kill. Talk about a failure to understand the Scriptures!
But a wonderful and positive example of Bible study can be found in Luke 24. This incident took place just days after Jesus crucifixion, on the road to Emmaus (a village about 11 kilometres outside of Jerusalem). As two of Jesus’ followers were walking along the road and discussing the things that had recently happened to their Lord, the risen Jesus himself came up and began to walk along side of them (but they were kept from recognising him). When Jesus asked them what they were discussing they explained to him the tragic events surrounding the death of Jesus, and the bizarre reports about his disappearance from the tomb. Jesus saw this as an opportunity for a very revealing and inspiring Bible study. He said to them,
“How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25)
He then went on to open the Scriptures to them and explain all that was said in them concerning himself. As they finally approached the village, the men invited their mysterious travelling companion to continue this intriguing Bible study over dinner. As Jesus broke bread with them their eyes were finally opened and they realized that they had been studying the Bible with Jesus. After he had disappeared from their sight they asked each other, 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32)
Each of these two Bible studies began with people who were familiar with the Scriptures but who didn’t understand their overall meaning and purpose. In the first instance the so called ‘religious authorities on the Scriptures’ persisted in their unbelief and therefore failed to see standing before them the Son of God himself. But in the second account, the blinding spiritual darkness that hid Jesus’ from his two disciples was finally lifted and Jesus was revealed to them as the living Word of God.
What is your expectation when you approach God’s word? Do you expect to be taught by Christ himself through the presence of his Holy Spirit? 
