Building Blocks of Discipleship.

Overview 3 – Prayers that glorify God. (John 17:1 – 5)

What images come to mind when you think of the word ‘glory’? My mind is drawn to the 1989 American Civil War movie bearing this one word title. ‘Glory’ is a film based on the history of the 54th Battalion of the Union army which was one of the very first African American regiments to be allowed to fight for the freedom of their people. One of the most powerful scenes in this movie is of a prayer meeting of the black troops on the night before they were to attack the impenetrable southern stronghold of Fort Wagner. This battle would end in humiliating defeat, with almost half of the 600 strong 54th Battalion dead, wounded, or captured. And yet, on the eve of this battle, in keeping with their gospel roots and culture, these African American soldiers gathered around the fire to sing songs of worship and to pray to their Lord Jesus. In fact, this prayer meeting was reminiscent of the prayer meeting that took place between Jesus himself and his Heavenly Father in The Garden of Gethsemane on the eve of Jesus’ own humiliating death. On that night Jesus prayed,
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” ( 17:1 – 5) 

God’s glory’ was a major theme of both of these two prayer meetings. But what is so striking is that they each took place on the eve of certain suffering, humiliation, and death. How can this be explained?
Early in his ministry, Jesus instructed his disciples to begin their prayers by saying, “Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come your will be done…” (Matt. 5:9 – 10) Therefore, when Jesus himself finally reached the point in his earthly ministry where he stood gazing at the cross that stood ominously before him he knew exactly what to pray,
"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say?  'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” (John 12:27)

Jesus knew that his own glory, the glory of his Father and the future glory of the children of God would all culminate at the cross. Therefore, Christ’s prayer expresses his resolute determination to bring glory to his Father by obediently accomplishing the task that God had put him on earth to do. 
In worldly terms glory is often about using life to accumulate as much power, prestige, and personal wealth as possible; but this sort of glory is of a short-lived and fading kind. However, the true glory of God is unfading and eternal. It was with God from the beginning and will continue to surround him forevermore. The words of the great hymn, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ declare, “Though the eyes of sinful men thy glory may not see; only thou art holy; there is none beside thee.” In other words, sins blinding darkness may have hidden God’s perfect glory from our eyes, but it has in no way diminished it. Therefore, at the heart of our personal prayer should be a deep desire to understand and reflect the true nature of God’s glory in our own lives. 
Decades after the 54th Battalion’s disastrous defeat at fort Wagner, Sergeant William Harvey Carney became the first African American soldier to be awarded the Medal of Honour. After the US flag bearer fell during this battle, Carney, though badly wounded himself, picked up the flag which symbolized his cause and hope, and carried it forward against heavy attack.  Jesus has told us that if we are going to share in his glory then we must deny ourselves, take up our crosses daily and follow him. 
A person can know no greater glory than the glory of Jesus Christ. However, Jesus himself has prayed that we too would share in his glory (John 17:22, 24). Therefore, may our prayers now be united with his so that we might better reflect the glory of Christ in our lives; and may an earnest desire to glorify God always shape the way we pray about everything. 
