Building Blocks of Discipleship, overview 4. Joining in with God’s dance (Jn 17:20 – 26).
‘Dancing With The Stars’ is currently one of the most watched programmes on television. On this show celebrities are paired with professional ballroom dancers to see which of these couples will emerge as the favourite of the panel of judges and of the T.V. audience.  The first week of the show is particularly entertaining since most of the ‘stars’ are untrained and know little to nothing about ballroom dancing. During many of these first dances there is so much confusion and awkwardness that it’s sometimes difficult to know which partner is the celebrity and which is the professional dancer. However, as the weeks go on some of the stars become reasonably good dancers, even as they begin to develop some obvious chemistry with their instructors. In fact, one of the keys to winning this competition seems to be the ability of a couple to develop an observable camaraderie.  For example, since the tango is meant to be a dance of love, it is vital that a couple can produce enough chemistry between them during this dance to make the audience and judges believe that the two partners are actually in love with one another.  
As we begin to focus our attention on corporate prayer, the analogy of ballroom dancing will be a helpful one since the partnership we have as believers with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit can be likened to a dance. This analogy will become clearer if we take time to search for some of the dance dynamics described above in Jesus’ final earthly prayer for us, 

“I pray also for those who will believe in me through their [the Apostles] message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:20 – 23) 
At the heart of this prayer is a request that is almost too wonderful for words to express. Here Jesus prays that we will actually become one with God and with one another. In other words, Jesus is praying that, in the same way that the Father is in his Son and the Son is in the Father, Jesus himself will live in us so that we will together become one with the Father and the Son. But how can this be? Jesus answers this question in an earlier statement to his disciples,

“Now I am going to him who sent me… But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you… He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” (John 16:5, 7, 13 – 15). 
The Holy Spirit whom Christ has sent to live in us and among us is our invitation to join God’s glorious dance. However when our prayers cease to be guided by God’s word and the Spirit they can quickly become focussed, not on the glorious will of God, but on our own temporary, individualistic and selfish desires (i.e. more and more daily bread). But did God really send his Son to die for us so that we could continue to aimlessly consume the earth like grazing cattle? Certainly not! God gives us our daily bread to provide us with the sustenance we need to do his heavenly will on earth. Therefore, let’s unite our prayers with the one that Christ has already prayed for us: that his Church on earth will become one in heart, mind, deed and purpose through the leading and fellowship of the Holy Spirit. Let’s pray that through our obedience, unity and love that Christ’s kingdom will spread across the whole earth, to the glory of God our Father. Not only will these prayers be heard and answered, they will also keep us in step with the will and love of God. This is how we join the dance of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
