Building Blocks of Discipleship -- overview 7
We are created to do good works.
One of the best selling books of the twenty-first century is Rick Warren’s ‘The Purpose Driven Life’. The purpose of this book is to answer the question, ‘What on earth am I here for?’ Obviously this is a question that many people are asking today. Warren answers this question in part by referring to the following Scripture,
 “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10). 
This verse speaks about the work that God has given us to do. But what is this work and how can we fulfil God’s plan for us in our day to day lives? Take time to reflect on the following three answers to this important question.

1. Because we are created beings, we require our Creator’s explanation in order to understand who we are and what we are meant to be doing with our lives. God has given us this vital explanation through the blessing of his written word. The Bible tells us that we are designed to be like our Creator; and part of our God-likeness should be demonstrated through the things we do in our daily lives. So just as God worked on the sixth day to create the first man and woman, now God has given us the responsibility of producing families in order that we might fill the earth with the family of God. And just as God worked on the third day to create seed bearing plants, so he has now given us the ongoing task of cultivating these seeds in order to produce the plants we need to live. These are but two practical examples of ways in which we are called to continue the good work that our Creator began.
2. Since God created humanity to carry on his work, every good work that we do helps to fulfil part of God’s purpose for creating us. However, our theme verse doesn’t only say that God created us to do good works; it says that we are created in Christ to do good works. Scripture declares of Christ, “…all things were created by him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).  As God’s creation we can certainly experience some level of purpose simply by completing our daily work on earth -- even in this frustrating, broken, and dying world. However, Scripture declares, “Everyone who is in Christ is a new creation; the old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17). As Christ’s new creation we discover a far more profound purpose than simply having children and growing plants. In Christ we have been given a new life and purpose: to complete Christ’s mission to save this fallen world and to renew his creation! 
3. Our theme verse finishes by declaring that, even before we were born, God already had a plan for our lives and a mission that he would call each of us to fulfil. God’s word declares, “Those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…” (Romans 8:29 - 30). From the very beginning it has been God’s plan to conform us to Christ image, not only in who we are, but also through what we do. Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing -- and even greater things than these” (John 14:12). Sometimes we might get lost in our faith and imagine that we accidentally fell into faith and now we need to find something Christian to do (e.g. a ministry). But these verses encourage us that each of us were part of God’s plan from the beginning; and he’s always had a job for us to do and a mission to fulfil through us. 
It’s the will of Christ that we bear fruit so that the world will see that we are his disciples. A fruit tree that bears much fruit gives glory to God by fulfilling its created purpose. When we do the work of Christ we also fulfil our purpose for being created. Therefore, as Christ’s disciples let’s continue to strive with everything that is in us to understand and carry out the work and mission of God through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
