Building blocks of discipleship study one. How do disciples grow? (Read Mark 4:1 – 20)

1. What does Mark 4:1 tell us about the way that people were initially responding to Jesus’ teaching? 

2. Mark 4:2 tells us that Jesus taught the people many things by parables. What is a parable?

3. Briefly and generally explain what happened to the farmer’s seed in 4:3 – 8. You will be asked to give a more specific explanation later on.
4. After telling this story riddle, Jesus put forth the challenge, “Anyone who has ears to hear, let them hear” (4:9). What does this statement mean?

5.   In 4:10 Jesus’ disciples ask him why he speaks in parables (riddles). Look at Jesus’ response in 4:11 – 12. What does Jesus mean by this statement?

6. In 4:13 – 20 Jesus explains his parable to his disciples. Read his explanation and then answer the following questions:

· Who does the farmer represent? (4:1 – 3)

· What does the seed represent? (4:14)
· Who does the soil represent (generally)? (4:15 – 20)
· Who do the birds represent? (4:15)
· Who does the rocky soil represent? (4:16 - 17)
· What do the weeds represent? (4:18 – 19)

· Who does the good soil represent? (4:20) 

7. What is the point of this parable? (4:9)
8. What sort of soil are you? Explain.
