Promoting the gospel through the works of the church (Matthew 5:13 – 16)
Jesus challenged his original Jewish disciples to let their good deeds stand out to the surrounding nations by directing their attention to their national capitol, Jerusalem, which is still geographically situated as a city on a hill. Jesus said, 

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14 – 16 TNIV). 

Here Jesus explains that just as a lamp is meant to be placed on top of a lamp stand in order to give light to everyone in the room, so God strategically located Jerusalem on top of a hill so that the God-centred lifestyles of its inhabitants would be clearly seen by the surrounding nations. 
Later in the 1st century the Apostle Paul took Jesus teaching beyond Israel’s borders to the people in other nations. In doing so, Paul adapted Jesus’ words to make them more relevant to those who didn’t have a natural connection with Jerusalem. Paul said,
“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe.” (Philippians 2:14 – 16) 
In other words, where Jesus used Jerusalem as a symbol for his Jewish disciples, Paul used the stars as symbols of God’s universal family. But each of these symbols proclaims the same truth that God’s people are called to stand out as godly lights in a dark world by letting God’s goodness be seen among us. 

The verses that surround this teaching of Jesus in his famous Sermon on the Mount contain some very practical examples of how we can be the light of the world. This teaching could be summarised by saying that the Church which bears Christ’s name must also bear his character. Jesus himself said, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (John 13:35).
Two of the most important ingredients in the Church’s spread of Jesus’ transforming teaching have been our salt and light: that is our visible love and good deeds that have accompanied our proclamation of Christ’s gospel. In fact, many modern care giving industries, charities, and even our state welfare system were originally created or inspired by good works first done by or seen in Christian communities. What a shame it would be if, having established so many good works in the world, churches now retreated and relinquished our salt and light roles to state governments and secular charities. 
At the beginning of this series we looked at a challenge to each of us from Christian pastor and leader Bill Hybels to ‘just walk across the room’ and share the love of Christ with others. In the introduction of another of his more recent books Hybels offers this more corporate encouragement to church leaders, “If leaders of business, government, or education increase their competence through reading this book, that’s fine. But I’m not speaking primarily to them. In the end, though their work may be exceedingly important… what makes my heart beat fast is engaging with leaders in local churches, because I believe that the local church [has the potential to] renew the hearts and minds of seekers and believers alike, strengthen families, transform communities, and change the world.”  (Courageous Leadership. Zondervan. 2002) 
What good works does Christ want to become visible in our church communities? 

