Promoting the Gospel through Daily Conversation (overview and reflection)
Once when I was talking with a fellow groomsman at our friend’s wedding reception I noticed that he kept looking at one of the reception staff standing near us. Then suddenly my friend excused himself from our conversation and began to walk toward this young man (as I trailed him to see what was going on). My friend smiled as he approached the well dressed worker and said, “I saw you standing alone so I thought I’d come over and say hi – these events must get pretty boring for you after a while.” The young man politely acknowledged the truth of my friend’s observation and then replied, “So how was the wedding?” “It was fantastic!” said my friend. “The church was beautiful, the bride looked gorgeous, but what I found most moving was how much the couple’s deep faith in Jesus Christ permeated every aspect of their ceremony.” “Really?” said the young man, with a degree of surprise and curiosity -- And by the time their short conversation had concluded my friend had shared the good news about Jesus with this stranger in a matter-of-fact and non-threatening way (which is precisely what he had left our conversation to do).
I’ve only met a handful of Christians who are as naturally gifted at conversationally sharing their faith in Christ as my friend. But the point of this story is that sharing the gospel isn’t a duty reserved only for preachers. As Christ’s followers we should all be looking for ways to share the good news of Jesus through our daily conversations. In Paul’s letter to the early church at Colossi he writes, “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 2:6 TNIV) 
Salt is a symbol that Paul probably borrowed from Jesus, who taught his disciples, "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?” (Matthew 5:13) In other words, salt must maintain its salty nature and find its intended destination if it is going to be an effective food-flavourer. In the same way, we need to make sure that the grace of our Lord Jesus is consistently infused into our conversations in order to be effective witnesses for him. Below are just three suggestions regarding how to have daily conversations that are salted with the good news and grace of Jesus (see 1 Peter 3:15 – 16 and Colossians 4:5 – 6):
1. Jesus said, “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.” (Matthew 12:34) Truthful and gracious words will reveal the nature of Christ in us. But bitter words containing gossip and slander will act as gospel repellents. Interjecting words of comfort, kindness and hope into conversations is a good way of adding ‘salt’ to otherwise ordinary conversations. How can your daily conversations make your faith in Christ more attractive?
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2. If you are married then talking about your marriage partner will probably be a normal part of many of your conversations. Therefore, shouldn’t this also be true of your relationship with Christ? Think of some natural ways of introducing your friendship with Jesus into your everyday conversations. 
3. Be prepared with an answer (1Peter 3:15). Next time you read or overhear a statement that is somehow relevant to your faith, think of or write down a response as if this statement was spoken to you personally. Occasionally writing responses to ‘Letters to the Editor’ of your newspaper is a good way to practice this. On the reverse of this sheet brainstorm other ways of sharing your faith in Jesus through daily conversations.( Chadd would appreciate hearing your feedback chadd@springwoodbaptist.org.au)
