
Faith can’t stand alone. Hebrews 11:1 – 20
“I’m absolutely positive that I’m going to win the Lotto Jackpot this week!” On what 
reasonable basis could anyone make this statement? In the same way, it doesn’t make sense to 
speak of faith as if it were just wild-eyed spiritual optimism that can, all by itself, bring
blessing into our lives. Biblical faith is a certain hope in the complete reliability of all God’s 
promises to us through Jesus Christ. Hebrews 11, the Bible’s famous faith-chapter, defines 
faith as, “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1)
We should note that every ancient case study that follows this definition is a direct result of
the confidence that these ordinary people had in the reliability of God’s word. For example:

“By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.” (11:4)

“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark…” (11:7)

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance 
obeyed and went…” (11:8)

Hebrews was originally written to 1st century Jewish Christians who, due to persecution and 
doubt, were considering giving up their faith in Jesus Christ and returning to their former 
relationships and religious routines within Judaism. Therefore, the author of this letter (who 
was most likely a Jew himself) reminds these fellow believers that God’s word was never 
intended to be a mere manual of religious instruction. He goes on to demonstrate that the 
whole Old Testament is actually a collection of prophecies that point to the plans and 
promises of God that have now been fulfilled through his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, to turn 
back from following Christ is to give up on the one who is the whole goal of the 
Judeo/Christian faith. As modern Christians we too must be careful not to turn ‘Christianity’
or ‘Church’ into a system of religious routines. Instead let’s keep reminding each other that 
faith is striving to know Christ, seeking to become like him, labouring together through the 
power of the Spirit to complete his work, and finally, hoping and praying for his return. 

1. Compare Hebrews 11:11 – 12 to Genesis 18:10 – 14. What gave Abraham the 
confidence to believe that he and Sarah would have a son together in their old age?

2. Read Hebrews 11:17 – 19. On what basis does the author state that “Abraham 
reasoned that God could raise the dead”? 

3. Compare Hebrews 11:20 to Genesis 25:21 – 23; 27:21 – 40. Despite Jacob’s deceit, 
what gave Isaac the certainty that his blessings to his two sons would be fulfilled? 

4. Read Hebrews 11:13 – 16. What does it mean that all of these ancient believers were 
still living by faith when they died; and none of them saw the things God’s promised, 
but only welcomed them from a distance?

5. Name some of the promises and blessings that God has offered us through 
faith in Jesus Christ? Describe the role that faith has in keeping you (us) in 
pursuit of these promises? 


