‘Living in the Light’ overview 2. 1 John 2:18 - 29; 4:1 - 6. ‘The spirit of the antichrist’ 

666; The Beast; The Man of Lawlessness; The False Prophet: All of these are terms associated with a notorious Biblical figure that John alone calls ‘the antichrist’. While Bible scholars struggle to fully understand this mysterious figure, one thing seems fairly clear. In the same way that God, who is spirit, has sent his Son in the flesh  to be the visible image of himself; so Satan, who is also a spirit, will one day send his own flesh and bone representative into the world to lead a final (yet futile) rebellion against God’s Kingdom. According to Paul, the coming of this rebellious and lawless man will be one of the signs marking the end of this present age (2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 4). However, by the time the apostle John wrote his first letter to the Church (late 1st century), the spirit of the antichrist and his human representatives had already come into the world.  In fact, according to John’s definition, any spirit or person who does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus is of the antichrist (1 John 4:3; also 2 Jn 7). 

The nature of the spirit of the antichrist is that he likes to use wolves in sheep’s clothing to do his deceptive work (even as Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light -- 2 Corinthians 11:14). In fact, one of the main reasons that John writes this letter is to alert Christ’s churches that the antichrist’s false apostles are now actively at work in the world and will continue to come to preach Satan’s lies about Jesus.   Therefore, John wants us to be aware of both the message and the methodology of these antichrists so that we will not be led astray by them. 
Antichrists tamper with non-negotiable truths about Jesus.

John writes, “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Messiah. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the Son. (1John 2:20 – 22)

The specific heresy that John seems to be combating here is a teaching that declared that ‘Christ’ is actually a divine spirit that descended on Jesus at his baptism and left him before he died on the cross. John wisely discerned that this would mean that Jesus isn’t really humanity’s mediator with God or the substitute sacrifice for ours sins. This left the door open for these false teachers to introduce other ways for people to pursue God’s salvation. 
To this very day Christian cults and heretical churches still use these same kinds of false teaching, saying, “We believe in the Jesus of the Bible, however...” Then they go on to replace indispensable truths about Jesus with Satan’s lies. The pathway of falsehood is a very slippery slope. Therefore we must be diligent about thoroughly learning the true doctrines of the Bible. 

Antichrists abandon the fellowship of Christ’s true body of believers. 
John declares of these antichrists, “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.”  (1 John 2:18 – 19) In the same way that physical darkness cannot exist in the light, so lies are exposed by the truth. Therefore, those whose mission it is to deceive Christ’s followers will find this difficult within a body of believers who both understand and are devoted to God’s word. If churches are diligent proclaimers and doers of the truth then false teachers and antichrists should find no dark corners in which to hide in our midst. This is why false teachers usually leave the Church to form their own cults. However, churches that don’t diligently deal with false teachers often end up succumbing to them. Christians who are in the habit of spending long periods of time out of fellowship with the Church and fellow believers should also be warned. The lion Satan is always on the prowl; and it is easier for him to pick off stray members than members protected by the herd. Therefore, as our brother John has taught us, “…as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.” (1 John 2:27b)
