Living in the Light study 4. 1 John 5:1 - 21.  The birthmarks of the children of God.

1. In 1 John chapter 5, John uses the phrase ‘born of God’ four times (in 5:1, 4, 18). What does this expression mean? (See also John’s gospel, 3:1 – 21) 

2. 1 John 5:1 – 2 tell us that loving God and one another is a sign that we have been born of God. Give an example of a time when you have seen the love of God displayed through a fellow believer.
3. 1 John 5:3 – 4 tells us that children born of God obey Him and overcome the world. Can you think of a time when God’s Spirit has convicted you of a sin or helped you to overcome temptation?

4. Read 1 John 5:6 – 13 and paragraph 2 of the overview to this study. Explain why knowing and understanding the true nature of Jesus Christ is so important.

5. 1 John 5:14 – 15 declares that we can approach God boldly in prayer; and that if we ask anything according to His will then we will receive it. Has this been your experience? Explain. 

6. Read 1 John 5:16 – 17
. These verses talk about us praying for a brother or sister who commits a sin? When and how should we do this? 
7. What does John mean that ‘a child born of God does not continue to sin’? (5:18 – 20)
8. Why does John’s letter end with the command to keep away from idols? (5:21)
John 5:16 - 17 are difficult verses that demand more attention than can be given here. But ‘the sin that leads to death’ may refer to the heresy of the ‘antichrists’ who had resolutely denied Christ and left the Church. � 





