Philippians overview 2 (1:12 – 30)
Having spent time informing the church at Philippi of his hopes and prayers for them, Paul now takes some time to inform them of his own circumstances. Because this letter was written to encourage them, Paul keeps his focus on the good things that God is doing through him, even while he is in prison. Paul’s mission in life was clear and simple: He was called to declare the gospel of Jesus Christ to all people. Therefore, wherever Paul was, and whom ever God had placed around him, this was his mission field – even if they happened to be his prison guards! It is even possible that ‘the saints from Caesar’s household’ who sent a greeting to the Philippian believers at the end of Paul’s letter were some of Caesar’s servants that were commissioned to guard Paul during his house arrest in Rome. This certainly wouldn’t have surprised the Philippian believers. Remember that a converted prison guard was a founding member of the church that Paul planted in Philippi. 
At this point in our study it is worth stepping back and noticing that Christ’s prophecy in Acts 1:8, that the good news about him would spread throughout the world, was being fulfilled, even as Paul wrote this letter. Jesus declared to his disciples that they would be his witnesses, first in the Jewish capitol of Jerusalem; then their testimony about him would spread throughout the surrounding Judean countryside; next it would cross the boundary line of the Jews’ bitter enemies to the north in Samaria; and finally it would spread to the ends of the earth. The fact that Paul now writes to the Philippians about a group of believers in Rome, (the capitol city of the Roman Empire at that time) should remind us of the unstoppable power of Christ to fulfil his promise that his good news of salvation would be spread across the whole earth!

As Paul received periodic reports about what was going on outside of his house prison in the city of Rome, he was encouraged to learn that some of his fellow gospel preachers in that city had been bolstered by Paul’s courageous preaching of the good news, even in the face of adversity. Therefore, instead of running and hiding after seeing Paul arrested, these men were actually encouraged to speak even more boldly than before. It is one of the ironies of the Christian faith that the greater the opposition to our faith becomes, the bolder we become.   The lesson seems to be, if Satan wants to keep the bees happy in their hive, he shouldn’t doing anything to disturb it.  
Sadly, among Paul’s fellow evangelists in Rome, there was an anti-Paul group of preachers that used their ‘pulpit’ and Paul’s imprisonment as means to oppose him. Paul doesn’t identify his opponents. But perhaps they were some jealous Christian leaders that had been the Alpha Dogs in Rome before Paul rolled into town (we know from other New Testament writings that a Christian church existed in Rome before Paul’s arrival). Perhaps these men were using Paul’s time in prison as an opportunity to win back former followers who had been drawn to Paul. Perhaps they were pointing to Paul’s imprisonment as evidence that God wasn’t truly with him. Perhaps these preachers saw themselves as Paul’s Christian competitors, and they simply wanted to outscore Paul on their Christian-converts tally sheets. But who ever these anti-Paul preachers were, they were genuinely preaching Christ as well, and because of this, Paul rejoiced. However, this situation gives us an important reminder of how sad it is when the things that can divide us as Christians become more important to us than the One who died to unite us as a single body of Christ.  

If we are looking for a motivation and an explanation for Paul’s tireless service and his attitude of reckless abandonment for the cause of Christ, we need not look any further than his statement, “For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (1:21). On one hand Paul thinks that it would be better for him if the authorities that imprisoned him would just take his life so that he could depart this world and be with Christ. But on the other hand, Paul considers that it would be better for Christ’s Church on earth if he remained in this world a while longer. It is telling of Paul’s love for his fellow believers that, having decided that it would be better for him to leave this world in order to be with Christ, he concluded that it would be better for them if he remained on earth in order to keep serving them. Obviously Paul understood the concept that life was not about him. Therefore, Paul expressed his hope that he would see the Philippian believers again, and he encouraged them to continue to stand firm in their faith, even as they faced opposition back in Philippi (and he said this with full credibility). Paul saw his struggles and their struggles as all being interconnected with the struggles of Christ. Therefore, they could do nothing better than to take up their crosses and keep following him. May this also be our attitude. 
