Promoting the gospel through public praise. Psalm 66
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1. When I survey the wondrous cross,On which the Prince of glo-ry died,
2. For-bid it, Lord,that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ, my God;

3. See,from his head, his hands, his feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;
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My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all m? pride,
All the vain things that charm me most, [ sac-ri-fice them to his blood.
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Love so a-maz-ing, so di - vine, De-mands my soul, my life my all.
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I once heard a young Christian man share this testimony: “I grew up going to church but the good news about Jesus just never captured me. Then in church one Sunday the congregation was singing the old familiar hymn, ‘When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’. Suddenly I was arrested by the final line of this song, “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all”. I gave my life to Christ at that very moment as these old words became my new reality.” This man has since gone on to pursue fulltime Christian ministry. 
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We may think about the gospel as something that needs to be proclaimed by preachers or explained by evangelists. But one of the most effective ways of declaring the good news about Jesus is through our heart-felt public praise and worship. In fact, most people are already well rehearsed at enthusiastically ‘singing the praises’ of their favourite people, places and things. For example, parents have no shortage of words when proudly proclaiming their children’s latest achievements. And people can speak with almost evangelical zeal about the latest victory of their favourite sport team. When people are really excited about something they want to do more than just tell us about it, they want us to share in their experience. This should also be one of the main aims of our public praise and worship of God.
Often new Christians make great evangelists because they are like a child that has just opened a present and can’t wait to show it to everyone. But sadly, over time our excitement and appreciation for our own salvation can end up on the shelf like an old forgotten gift. So how can we keep our zeal for God alive? 
There is another old song that declares, “Count your blessings name them one by one.” Psalm 66 is an ancient song that does this very thing. And not only does this Psalm recount the praises of God, it also beckons us to come see, hear, and join in the Psalmist’s experience and amazement of God. As a church and as individuals we need to keep openly declaring the past and present praises of God so that those within earshot will hear about him and be drawn to him. Hopefully we are spurred on by stories such as the one in the opening paragraph of this overview about how a three hundred year old hymn sung enthusiastically by a modern-day congregation still has the power to totally transform the life of an unbeliever. Let us become more aware of the evangelistic power of our public praise and worship of our God.  
