Revelation study 2. Revelation 2:1 – 7

1. Read Revelation 2:1. Why do you think that Christ instructed John to begin this letter to the Ephesians with a reminder of the image of him walking among the seven golden lamp stands and holding the seven stars? (See 1:20). 
2. Read 2:2 – 3. For what deeds does Christ praise the church at Ephesus?
3. In 2:4 Christ rebukes this church for forsaking, “the love you had at first” (or “your first love”). What does this phrase mean? 
4. What is Christ instructing this church to do in the first sentence of 2:5?
5. In the second sentence of 2:5 Christ threatens to remove the Ephesians lamp stand from its place. What does this mean? 
6. In 2:4 Christ rebukes the Ephesians for not loving enough, but in 2:6 he commends them for hating the practice of a false Christian sect known as the Nicolatians. Why is their contempt for the false practices of the Nicolatians actually a positive sign that the Ephesians are still following Christ? 
7. 2:7 begins with the phrase, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” In what ways does this phrase indicate that the instructions found in this letter are intended for a wider Christian audience than just the Ephesians? 
8. To conclude this letter, Christ says, “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” What does this mean?
9. What challenges can you find for yourself and for our church in this letter?  

