Promoting The Gospel. Following The Friends of Sinners. Luke 7:31 – 50
(This Bible study is partly-based on chapter 3 of ‘Promoting the Gospel’ by John Dickson)
Today the song ‘Yankee Doodle’ has become as synonymous with being American as ‘Waltzing Matilda’ is with being Australian. Ironically ‘Yankee Doodle’ was originally sung by British officers to insult to the rag-tag American troops during the Revolutionary War. However, rather than taking the insult, the American colonialists made this song their anthem as they marched into battle against the British. In fact, over time, Americans made the British insult ‘Yankee’ part of their national identity, wearing it like a badge of honour. In a similar way, many of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day insulted him by calling him ‘a friend of sinners’. But as we will see in the following story, Jesus also embraced this insult as a term that encapsulated the very heart of his mission
A man named Simon, from the strict religious sect known as the Pharisees, invited Jesus to be a dinner guest in his home. While Jesus was dining with Simon and his friends a woman with a sinful reputation entered and began to weep her tears of repentance on Jesus’ feet. She then opened an expensive jar of her perfume and poured it over Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. As Simon looked on he became inwardly indignant because Jesus did nothing to deter this woman’s disgraceful behaviour. Aware of his thoughts, Jesus told Simon the following parable, 
“A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver 
 to one and 50 pieces to the other. But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, cancelling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”(Luke 7:41 – 42 NLT).

Simon correctly discerned that a person who had been forgiven a very large debt would certainly be more grateful to his lender than someone who had been forgiven only a small debt. Therefore, Jesus went on to explain to Simon that this woman’s outrageous outpouring of gratitude was her response to having a soul-crippling debt forgiven by God. By contrast, Jesus pointed out that the lukewarm reception he had received as he entered Simon’s home clearly indicated that Simon believed he owed God very little. 

It is easy for the children of God to forget the universal truth that, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Over time we can develop an ‘Us’ and ‘Them’ mentality which makes us look at sinners who are outside the Church differently to the way we view ourselves. Ironically, making this sort of judgement against other sinners is itself a sin because even God’s own Son didn’t come to condemn sinners but to seek and save the lost (John 3:17; Luke 19:10).
If we choose to follow Jesus’ example and become the friends of sinners then we must be prepared to face the consequences. Like Jesus, we will face the scorn of some who will accuse us of being guilty of sin by association. We will also have to face the fact that many of our new found friends won’t neatly fit into our current church culture. Some of them will look, act and speak differently to the rest of us. Therefore, it is inevitable that they will change the complexion and atmosphere of our church (just as the woman changed the atmosphere of Simon’s dinner party). However, we must remember that Jesus has already placed the ‘Welcome Sinners’ mat prominently at the front door of his Church (that is how we found our way in).  Therefore, shouldn’t we also throw open the doors of our church, homes and hearts and warmly welcome fellow sinners in Jesus’ name?
� Each of these silver coins, called ‘denarii’ in ancient Greek language, was worth the equivalent of one day’s wages for an average labourer. 








