How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 
Wisdom series – overview 1 (Proverbs 1:20 – 33). 
Perhaps you have experienced walking through the city and coming across a spruiker, a political enthusiast, or a religious zealot calling out to people or making some sort of a public speech. If so, you may have noticed that these public speakers don’t usually draw much of a crowd. In fact, people often walk past them at a quickened pace to avoid being accosted. 
The picture given to us in this opening chapter of Proverbs may remind you of this experience. Here we read a parable about a woman named ‘Wisdom’ who, “calls aloud in the street” and “raises her voice in the public square” (Proverbs 1:20). The writer of Proverbs personifies Wisdom as a woman standing in the midst of the hustle and bustle of the city, trying to get people’s attention. As they walk past her, she calls after them, “How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? If you had only stopped to listen to me I would have poured out my heart to you and shared what I know with you. But instead you rejected me as I stretched out my hand to you. You ignored my words, and now disaster is about to overtake you” (Proverbs 1:22 – 26). Who is this woman named ‘Wisdom’, and what is she trying so urgently to tell us? 
In another similar parable about Wisdom (Proverbs 8:22 – 31) we are told that God brought her forth as the first of all of his works. You might want to imagine this personification of Wisdom as an ancient grandmother who, although her hair has become grey through the ages, she has lost none of her youthful energy or beauty. She is full of understanding and insight because she has been around since the beginning to watch life begin, grow, and develop. Once God had brought forth Wisdom, he placed her beside him in order to observe each of his creative acts. She watched him as he formed vast galaxies in empty space and moved planets into orbit. She observed as he carefully prepared earth to receive and host life. She took careful notes as our Lord skilfully created all plant life and creatures of every kind. She shouted with delight as she watched God take the dust of the earth and transform it into humans beings, created in his own likeness. She was also there to experience that sad day when humanity sinned and rejected our heavenly Father. But then she observed our Father’s gracious determination to persevere with his children, and his loving plan to save us from sin and death. Since the beginning of time, Wisdom has taken a special interest in humanity, observing our every move and asking many insightful questions of God on our behalf. Finally, when her knowledge and understanding was full and complete, God sent her to teach us how to live. But tragically, Wisdom is mostly ignored by our world.
Having been avoided by the frantic and foolish crowds of humanity, the voice of Wisdom declares, “Since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes” (Proverbs 1:30 – 31). Now the voice of Wisdom turns to us, God’s children, and urges us to stop and listen to her. We are not to just follow the worldly crowd like sheep going to the slaughter. Wisdom warns us again and again that there is a way that seems right to sinful humanity, but in the end it leads only to destruction. By contrast, Wisdom promises us that with her are treasure troves of insight and knowledge to help us live secure, fulfilling, and fruitful lives. Therefore, we must not rush past Wisdom. We need to take the time to sit with her, and listen to everything that she has to say to us. By prayerfully reading and studying these books of Wisdom (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Job) we can begin to do just that.  
