How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 
Wisdom series – overview 2 (Proverbs 7)

I used to have debates with a devout atheist who insisted that there are no real powers called, ‘Good’ and ‘Evil’, but only decisions with outcomes that we either like or don’t like. In other words, in regard to right and wrong he argued that there are no ‘Voices’, only ‘Choices’. The writer of Proverbs would call this humanistic philosophy foolish in the extreme. 

The Bible teaches us that Good and Evil are real powers with real spiritual personalities behind them. If we look back into the Garden of Eden we see that the challenge that stood before Eve wasn’t merely the question of whether or not eating a particular fruit would have a favourable outcome. She had already been well informed about the consequences of disobeying God by eating this fruit. Eve’s real challenge came in the form of a cunning serpent that was determined to persuade her to disobey her Creator’s instructions. In other words, Eve’s dilemma was about voices and not just choices. 
Last week we met a character named ‘Wisdom’ and learned that she was brought forth as the first of God’s good works. Wisdom’s mission is to cry out in our streets and plead with humanity to learn from her and to discover the many blessings of following God’s ways. But in this study we also encounter the persuasive speech of the woman ‘Folly’ who is the voice of temptation, sin, and death. In a graphic parable, we watch Folly work through an adulterous woman to help her seduce a young fool and lure him like an ox to the slaughter (7:21 – 22). Proverbs uses the competing voices of Wisdom and Folly to warn us that the spiritual battle between good and evil that began in the Garden of Eden, still rages today. 
To help us to become wise in distinguishing between Wisdom and Folly, Proverbs often places their speeches right next to each other for the sake of contrast. For example, in chapter nine, the voice of Wisdom calls out from the highest point of the city, inviting those who hunger and thirst for righteousness to a magnificent and nourishing feast that she has prepared. But from the same point of the city, the voice of the woman Folly also shouts out to all who pass by, “Come to my house and see what I’ve got for you. ‘Stolen water is sweet, and food eaten in secret is delicious!’” (9:13 – 17). But even though Folly’s voice competes with the voice of Wisdom throughout the book of Proverbs, in the end, Wisdom has the final say. Proverbs concludes with a poem that sings the praises of a woman who is the perfect picture of wisdom. ‘The Wife of Noble Character’ is skilfully crafted acrostic which, in its original form, begins each line with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. It is as challenging as it is inspirational (31:10 – 31). However, although Wisdom is given the final word, the wisdom of Proverbs warns us that, just like the serpent in the Garden of Eden, the voice that leads people to sin is real, deceptive, and powerful. 
We can all recall times when we did wrong even though we knew what was right. In fact, we may have even tried to resist temptation before finally caving in. Wisdom wants to teach us that we don’t make these wrong choices only because we’re unaware of the right ones. Satan is a master at seduction. He tempts us because he doesn’t want us to become perfect in wisdom and end up reflecting the glorious nature of God, his enemy. Therefore, it is good to remember that, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12).  But God’s word is more powerful than Satan. It has the ability to shine the light of truth on sin and expose Satan’s schemes. Therefore, one way that we can worship God when Sunday is over is by learning to, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5 – 6)
