How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 
Wisdom series – overview 3 (Proverbs 30:1 - 16)

In this series we met ‘Wisdom’ as the one who was brought forth as the first of God’s works. God revealed to her all the mysteries of the universe, so there is nothing that she doesn’t know or understand. Therefore, we should want Wisdom to be a daily companion who guides us past every pitfall and keeps us heading in the right direction. But sadly, ‘Wisdom’ is not a real person that we can befriend. She is only an ideal. 
When someone calls a concept ‘a lofty idea’, what they are really saying is, “It may look good on paper, but it’s out of touch with reality”. Therefore, this lofty idea of an imaginary woman named Wisdom might be useful to theologians and philosophers, but it may seem impractical to us mere mortals who are regrettably grounded by earth’s gravity. A man named ‘Agur’ wrestles with this very thing towards the end of the book of Proverbs, 
“I am the most ignorant of men; I do not have a man’s understanding. I have not learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the Holy One.” (Proverbs 30:2 – 3)

Hearing these words from a man named ‘Agur’ we might imagine an ancient caveman who is too concerned with spearing something for dinner to be bothered with religious questions about God. However, this is far from the truth. Agur is a man who is humble and wise enough to know that there is so much about the ways of God that he can’t grasp. But Agur isn’t satisfied with his lack of understanding. He cries out,  
“Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established the ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you know!” (Proverbs 30:4)

Centuries after Agur posed this passionate question, the Apostle Paul answered by saying, 

 “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (That is, to bring Christ down).” (Romans 10:6).  What Paul is saying is that, while the wisdom and righteousness that come from God may once have been out of the reach to people like Agur, God has now placed these treasures within the reach of all humanity by sending his Son to earth. The opening verses of John’s gospel present Jesus as the one who was with God from the beginning. He didn’t only observe God creating everything, as in the case of the woman Wisdom. God’s Son possessed the wisdom and power to participate with his Father in his creative work. “Without him, nothing was made that has been made.” Later on we read that Jesus came into our world to be the light of humanity, and to show us the way to live wise and godly lives (John 1:1 – 14). 
As Christians we know that Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins and open the doorway to heaven. But we must also remember that Jesus came to us to show us how to live wise and godly lives on earth. He is a living, breathing, human picture of true wisdom. Throughout the gospels we can see examples of the influence that Solomon’s proverbs had on Jesus’ teaching. For example, compare Proverbs 1:20 – 27 with Matthew 7:24 – 27; Proverbs 25:6 – 7 with Luke 14:7 – 11; and Proverbs 25:21 – 22 with Matthew 5:38 – 45.  However, we should also remember that Jesus wasn’t merely Solomon’s student. As the Son of God, Jesus came to us as one who is even greater than Solomon (Luke 11:31). Therefore, a truly wise person is one who lives as Jesus’ disciple, listening attentively to his every word and following all of his ways in order to become wise like him. 
What practical steps will you take to worship God when Sunday is over and walk more closely with Jesus each day?
