How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 

Wisdom series – overview 4 (Ecclesiastes 1:1 - 15)
“In a universe of blind physical forces and genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you won't find any rhyme or reason in it, or any justice. The universe that we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference. DNA neither knows nor cares. DNA just is. And we dance to its music.”

This quote comes from a popular science writer named Richard Dawkins who is also an evangelistic atheist. His stated mission is to convert superstitious believers into rational atheists. In this quote, Dawkins puts forward his argument that if there actually was a good and loving god, then our world should make a lot more sense and be a lot less chaotic. If God is in control, then why should it be that one moment, things are going well for us, but in the next, disaster strikes? And why is life so good to some people, and so harsh to others. Dawkins answers this question through the words of poet A E Housman, ‘Nature, heartless, witless, Nature, neither knows nor cares.’ 
At first glance, the writer of Ecclesiastes seems to agree with Dawkin’s pessimistic naturalism as he cries out, “Meaningless! Meaningless! Utterly Meaningless! Everything is meaningless!” He then goes on to give evidence of the meaningless nature of our existence. He begins with the futility of the universe itself, as he reflects on how our world goes around and around the sun, but never really gets anywhere. He then compares this futility with the vanity of our own lives as we rise in the morning and return to bed at night, yet for all of our work, the same tedious tasks will await us again tomorrow. Who has ever come to the end of the day and said, “Now I have all that I need. I want nothing else. My life is complete.”
As Ecclesiastes continues, the writer’s lamentation about the futility of life becomes combined with his frustration over the world’s injustices. In chapter nine he complains that eventually both evil and good people share the same destiny, since everyone dies. But even while they do live, good people may suffer unjustly while wicked people party on. How many times have we found ourselves saying, “There is no justice in this world?” 
So is Richard Dawkins right? Or are there signposts, even in the midst of our chaotic and harsh world, that point us back to a God of order and compassion? The apostle Paul offers us this compelling alternative to Dawkins atheistic worldview, 
“For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.”(Romans 8:20 – 21)

Paul argues that the frustration we experience in life can be explained by the fact that good and evil do exist, and that they are at war with each other. Therefore, while we continually strive for the good things in life, we are constantly being thwarted by the curse that works against us. In other words, the world in which we live has precisely the properties we should expect if it was designed by a good and loving Creator, but was later subjected to the frustrating forces of sin. Therefore, instead of just caving-in to belief in a meaningless existence, we should cry out to our Creator to save us from sin’s curse. This is what the writer of Ecclesiastes does. This is not just a pessimistic cry of despair; it is also a prayer for help. 

Many people in our world are conditioned to accept futility and frustration as a natural part of life. But the Bible helps us understand that this is not the way the world was created to be. Therefore, it pleases God when we humbly admit the role we have played in bringing this curse upon the world, and when we cry out to heaven for Christ’s mercy and final salvation.
� Adapted by Dr Richard Dawkins from his book, River Out of Eden, Weidenfeld & Nicolswi. c 1995.





