How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 

Wisdom series – overview 5 (Ecclesiastes 3:1 - 15)

I once heard a comedian deliver a clever routine about a mathematical principle of measurement as it relates carpet samples. He began by explaining a theory of measurement that claims that between any two points on a line there is an infinite amount of measurable space. For example, if we draw a line and call one end ‘A’ and the other end ‘B’, we can divide that line in half by creating a third point, midway between A and B called ‘C’. We can repeat this exercise by creating a fourth point midway between A and C called ‘D’, and so on. According to this principle, while the amount of space between ‘A’ and each new point will have only half the length of the previous space, you will never run out of measurable space on the line.  ‘Now’, said the comedian, ‘let’s apply this principle to purchasing carpet. Why waste money on a big piece of carpet when there is an immeasurable amount of space in a small carpet square? By simply applying the logic of this principle, we should be able to cover the whole world with a single carpet sample.’
This comedian’s routine highlights how absurd it seems to think that anything that is infinite and immeasurable can be placed inside of something that is finite and measurable. However, this is the very absurdity that this passage from Ecclesiastes 3 explores. Solomon begins by poetically talking about various aspects of life that can be measured by time. Each of his ‘a time to…’ statements deserves a time of quiet and careful contemplation. These statements declare that there is a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to harvest, etc. For example, we might say, ‘That person lived for 80 years’, or ‘That carrot required six months from the time it was planted to the time it was pulled from the ground.’ However, Solomon then goes on to put forward a logical absurdity about the way God created humanity. He explains that, on one hand, we are finite people with a limited lifespan. But on the other hand God has placed eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11). So how can the finite contain the eternal? How can we put an infinite ocean inside of an ordinary jar?
One thousand years after Solomon penned these words, the apostle Paul continued to contemplate this same question. In his second letter to the Corinthian church, Paul tries to express the amazing truth of what it means to be fragile and finite human beings, and yet to carry around within us the eternal word of God. Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 4:7 – 11,
“[God] made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us…For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.”
Here Paul compares us to a fragile clay jars into which God has poured his earth-shattering power.  Although these humble jars each have their own limited storage capacities, God has somehow placed into them his eternal glory, light, and life. God made humanity from clay; however we are more than just earthen vessels. God has also breathed into us his own divine Spirit. And even though we are sinful, we can look with hope upon the perfect and supreme example of a God-filled human being in the face of Jesus Christ. Jesus lived and walked the earth as we do, between two points in time: his conception and his death. However, Jesus also lived from eternity before his birth. And that humble earthen grave simply could not contain the eternal Son of God. Jesus is just too big.  
God has granted every believer a brief time to walk the earth, as Jesus did. However, the Holy Spirit can empower us to turn our ordinary earthly moments into heavenly eternal ones. Remember that Jesus once fed thousands of people with an impossibly small amount of ordinary bread and fish. God can also transform our humble acts of kindness and words of truth, into miracles that open dying hearts to let eternity flow in. This is how we worship our eternal God during the short season of life he has given us on earth, as we await eternity. 
