How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 

Wisdom series – overview 6 (Job 1 – 2)

“Have you considered my servant Job?” This simple question, asked by God, to Satan, set off a chain of events that brought great suffering on a great man. As a result of this question Job was hit by a storm of disasters from every side, losing his children, his servants, his home, and almost everything he owned. And just when it seemed that the storm had passed, and Job could finally catch his breath, again God asked Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job?” By the time Satan was finished with Job, all that this miserable sore-infested man could do was sit on the ash heap that once was his home and scrape his festering skin with broken pottery. The three friends that came to comfort Job were astonished at the hideous sight of what had once been a highly-respected nobleman. Utterly astonished, all they could do was weep; and they didn’t speak a single word to him for seven full days. The only comfort his overwhelmed wife had left to give was, “Curse God and die!” So why did God focus Satan’s attention on this godly man; and why should we consider him?  

As observers of Job’s life, we should be aware that the two crucial conversations between God and Satan that form the background to this story are revealed to us, but never to Job (1:6 – 12 and 2:1 - 6). The tsunami of disaster that overtakes Job at the beginning of this story comes and goes without warning or explanation. And although God’s disputes with Satan give the reader some background to the ensuing disaster, God’s deeper reasons and motivations for setting these events into motion remain hidden, even to us. The only thing of which we can be absolutely certain is that Job’s suffering was not inflicted on him as a result of any sin that he committed against God.  The opening chapters of this story make it abundantly clear that Job was a blameless man who consistently obeyed God and avoided evil (1:1, 4 – 5, 8, 9; 2:3). So given all the questions that this book doesn’t answer, what wisdom can we glean from this intriguing story?
Job’s initial responses to the tragedies that strike him indicate that part what we are meant to learn from Job is how a humble and godly person should respond to personal suffering (1:20 – 22; 2:9 – 10). However, if this was all there was to gain from the book of Job then it could have concluded in chapter two, rather than continuing on for another 40 chapters. But the prolonged argument between Job and his friends following his calamity also offers us some very practical lessons about how to respond to those who are suffering. We observe that it’s easy to have all the answers when offering comfort to others; but our perspective can radically change when we are the ones in dire need of comfort. 
However, the story of Job is not simply a book about how to suffer or how to respond to suffering. It is a book that has profound things to teach us about the essence of wisdom itself. This story is brought to a resolution through two powerful speeches in which The Creator asks Job how an ordinary human can ever expect to fully understand the mind of God (Job 40 – 41). Ironically, these speeches teach us that there is real wisdom in knowing that there is much that we can’t understand about our own lives because they don’t really belong to us, but to God. Therefore, as we consider God’s servant Job we should also take time to consider our own lives before God. Why do we trust God? Is it only because he blesses us with good things? Can God still be trusted when life goes wrong and we no longer feel in control? Is God still with us in our suffering? 

At the beginning of this story, Satan claims that Job only worships God because God is his source of rich blessing and comfort. But by the end of the story, God proves that Job possessed something of even greater worth: Tried and true wisdom. Job came through his ordeal with a firm belief that God is God, and God is good, and people should trust him no matter what. This is Job’s/our sacrifice of worship to God (Job 1:20 – 21; Romans 12:1).
