How do we worship God when Sunday is over? 

Wisdom series – overview 7 (Job 19)

Comedian Billy Conelly has starred in a film called ‘The Man Who Sued God’ about an ex-lawyer whose fishing boat is destroyed by lightening. He seeks compensation from his insurance company, but discovers that his policy doesn’t cover ‘Acts of God’. Therefore, he decides to sue God for the damages. In the aftermath of the ‘Act of God’ that struck Job, he also wanted to meet God in court. (9:14 – 16). In fact, much of the book of Job reads like a courtroom drama. 
Satan’s name means ‘The Accuser’. He is the prosecuting attorney who presents the charge that Job loves all of God’s blessings, but doesn’t really love God. Therefore, God allows Satan to test Job by taking from him almost every one of God’s blessings. Initially Job holds his head high during this trial, even resisting Satan’s temptation, spoken through his own wife, to “Curse God and die!” (1:9). However, we see cracks emerge in Job’s resolve as he spends an entire chapter pouring out curses on the day of his birth (chapter 3). Seeing that Job was weakening, Satan mercilessly surrounds him with three compassioned-challenged and self-righteous friends, who believe they are God’s spokesmen, but become the voices of Satan. Under the crushing weight of the blame they pour out on him, Job cries, “If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my humiliation against me, then know that god has wronged me” (19:15). Is Job now ready to curse God?
Believing that God (the Judge) has turned against him, and being surrounded by false accusations, Job desperately longs for a fair and impartial sympathiser to plead his case before God, “If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both, someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would frighten me no more. Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now stands with me, I cannot” (9:33- 35). 
Then, with a mix of desperation and faith, Job cries out, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes – I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!” (19:25 – 27) 
Without even knowing his name, Job cries out for a loving mediator and saviour, centuries before Jesus Christ was born. In fact, Job’s entire story appears to be a foreshadowing of the life of Christ. Like Job, Jesus was a good man who always did what was right before God. Jesus himself was driven into the barren wilderness, where he resisted Satan’s temptation for 40 difficult days. By God’s own will, Jesus hung on a cross as a truly righteous man, while self-righteous men at the foot of his cross claimed that his suffering was evidence that God was against him. We can even hear Job’s despair in Christ’s own cry, “My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?” But in the end, God did not abandon Jesus in his grave, but raised him up to make him Job’s redeemer and ours. 
Job’s story has become a landmark victory for God on his way to finally freeing humanity from the sentence of sin through the suffering of Jesus. The curse that has fallen from heaven upon our world is evidence of Satan’s initial success in his plan to build a wall of enmity between the creation and the Creator. However, Job’s faith becomes evidence that the love between God and his children is not so easily destroyed. Adam turned his back on God in Eden, even while all the blessings of God surrounded him. But Job refused to turn away from God even while being consumed by curses. Wisdom had taught Job well. Job understood that it is ultimately the justice of a holy and all-powerful God that has brought punishment upon our world. But Job also believed in God’s amazing grace that would cause God to make his own sinless Son suffer and die for us. Such a loving and holy God is always worthy of our trust and worship – whether we are enjoying the fruits of his blessings, or tasting the bitterness of the curse that our own sin has brought upon us. 
