
The Intimate God.    Song of Songs chapter 7. 
 
Take some time to read through Song of Song 7. Note the change in voice from 
the second half of v9 from male to female.  
 
1. How effective is the language used at raising a sense of love and intimacy?  
 
Scholars admit that on the surface level this book is a conversation between two 
human lovers. So why is it in Scripture?  It is generally accepted that there are at 
least two reasons. The first is that God affirms the celebration of romance and 
physical love as something good and of his design.  
 
2. How does this sexual imagery differ from that which we would call modern 
pornography? 
 
The second is that the Kingly lover is a metaphor for God's own passionate desire 
for intimacy in his relationship with us. Our relationship with God is clearly not 
sexual, but he does not shy from using this heightened example to illustrate his 
passionate pursuit of us.  
 
3. How new is this approach to you as you contemplate God's desire to be with 
you? 
 
4. What other intimate language does Scripture use to describe our relationship 
with God? 
 
Our intimacy with God first began in the Garden of Adam and Eve when God 
walked with Adam and Eve (Gen. 2 3).  It was something that God desired.  As we 
know, Adam sinned; and the intimacy with God was lost.  But, God had a plan, 
and all of Scripture is the history of God seeking to remake that relationship with 
us.  
 
Share your spiritual journey. At what points do you feel that God met you in an 
intimate and meaningful way? 
 
5. How do you connect powerfully with God?  For some it's playing music, or 
reading or gardening 
 
It is interesting that communion is the place where we accept the ultimate 
vulnerability of God in Christ who humbled Himself by becoming susceptible to 
death.  In this, I think, is a clue to true intimacy with God:  humility.  As Christ 
was humble to the point of death, so we, too, must be humble to the point of 
death, that is, death to ourselves, our selfish desires, our personal wants.  When 
compared to God, our purpose should not be to see what we can get from Him.  It 
should be to glorify Him and to love Him.  Pride seeks its own.  Humility seeks 
others.   
 
6. Isn't that what intimacy is--the seeking of another in the deepest sense?  In 
what practical ways are we able to increase our walk with God?  
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Desire God 
 
Desire is an important starting point for any relationship.  Many people might 
feel a duty or necessity to acknowledge God but have nothing close to what 
might be called passion.  David had a passionate heart for God. Here is how he 
expressed his desire: 
“As the deer longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I thirst for God, 
the living God. When can I go and stand before him?” (Psalm 42:1, 2) 
 
What kind of relationship with God do you have? Is it just an acquaintance 
relationship — your knowledge of God is superficial and not personal? Is it more 
of a business relationship — you do something for God and in return expect Him 
to do something for you? Is it a casual friendship relationship — sometimes you 
want to be with God, but at other times you want to be left alone? Or is it a 
passionate relationship like David had — one of reverential intimacy? 
 
Fear God 
 
As you get to know God better, you will also develop reverential respect for His 
holy nature. It’s possible for us to have a love relationship with God, but to not 
give Him the respect that He is due — the respect that He demands. 
We can’t live the way that God wants us to live apart from really understanding 
what it means to fear God.  We can’t really learn what God wants us to learn 
apart from having that kind of attitude.  And we certainly cannot worship Him 
the way that He deserves to be worshiped. 
 
What does it mean to fear God? 
 
“The term for fear can describe everything from dread, or being terrified, to 
standing in awe or having reverence. When used of the Lord, it applies to both 
aspects of the term, a shrinking back in recognition of the difference or holiness 
of God and drawing close in awe and worship. It is an attitude of both reluctance 
and adoration that results in a willingness to do what God says. The fear of the 
Lord, then, is absolutely necessary if we are even to begin on the right foot in 
learning, living, or worshipping.” (From Hard Sayings of the Bible) 
Do you revere God’s awesome holiness? Moses displayed a healthy fear of God’s 
greatness when he prayed, “Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like 
you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11, 
NIV) 
 
Enjoy God 
 
How true is the famous line “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy 
him forever”? 


