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Lasting fruit – Fruit of Serving 

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit (John 15:16) 

In Galatians 6:9-10, the apostle Paul encourages us: “Let us not 
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up.  Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.” When we love God, we are to live out and 
demonstrate that love towards each other in practical ways. 
 

Read John 13:1-17. 

 
SHARE SOMETHING FROM YOUR LIFE (5-10 mins max) 
When did you last go ‘out’ for dinner? Who were you with? What were you celebrating? And where did 

you go?  

DINNER WITH A DIFFERENCE 
As John recounted the events of the Last Supper, he had the benefit of hindsight. But, like any of the 
disciples sitting down to dinner with Jesus, he would have been confused – if not perturbed – at Jesus’ 
behaviour on that night. To them, Jesus was ‘lord’ and ‘master’. But, the act of washing peoples’ feet was 
the role of a servant. They were unsettled as Jesus breached the social rules to do with class and status. 
 

 John tells us that the disciples really didn’t understand what was going on. (v7) What were the 
things that Jesus “knew”, that the disciples didn’t? (v1, 2, 3, and end of v16)  

 

 Repeating Jesus’ words in 12:23, John tells us in 13:1 that “the hour had come”. Jesus had little 
time left. What two things does he need them to understand? 

o V1b 
 

o V14-15 
 
Washing feet wasn’t difficult; it was such a simple and mundane job. Jesus and his disciples had been 
travelling and their feet were putrid, sweaty and smelly. Also on the roads were animals (and dung) – so 
washing feet was hardly everyone’s favourite job. But Jesus wasn’t content to sit around, waiting for 
someone else to do it. He got up, stripped off his “outer garments”, grabbed a towel and started washing.  
  
A while before, two of the disciples had asked Jesus for priority places next to Jesus in glory. (Matt 20:20-
28, Mk 10:35-45).  Jesus had responded that:  

“whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.”  

 
But this message obviously hadn’t hit home. Jesus isn’t criticising them for calling him ‘teacher’ and ‘lord/ 
master’. By washing feet, Jesus was showing them that leadership in the kingdom of God must look 
different to earthly models. Instead of the focus on ‘self’, Jesus intentionally shows his love to ‘others’.  

 Jesus knew that he was ‘sent’ by his Father (v3, 16). In Gethsemane, Jesus prayed “Abba, Father 
… everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
(Mk 14:36) What does this prayer tell us about what Jesus was feeling? his attitude to his Father? 
and how he responded to the Father’s will for him (including going to the cross)? 
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 How does Jesus’ attitude contrast with the attitude and conduct of many contemporary and 
historical leaders?  
 

 Read Phil 2:3-8. Jesus submitted his will to that of his father, even being obedient to death. What 
attitudes does the apostle Paul tell us that we need to have – both to God and to each other?  
 

VICTOR, NOT VICTIM 
Jesus was well aware of the plot to kill him. He was well aware of what Judas was about to do. He knew 
that his trial and crucifixion would be physically, mentally and spiritually agonising. Merrill Tenney 
comments that “Now, at the close of his ministry, the gospel (of John) emphasizes even more strongly his 
supernatural awareness of the significance of what was occurring.” Yet, there is no hint that Jesus responds 
as a victim. Jesus’ demonstration of love would be absolute: not merely involving his hands, but his whole 
body. His act of cleansing would not just remove dirt and crap, but every form of sin and defilement. His 
simple act of servanthood would morph into the ultimate act of self-sacrifice. 
 
The Passover was – and continues to be – a significant festival on the Jewish calendar. John’s gospel tells 
us that the meal that Jesus shared with his disciples was “just before” the Passover festival (v1). But Mark 
14:12 and Luke 22:7 indicate that the disciples had attended to all the preparations for the Passover. 
Sacrificing and roasting a lamb was an obligatory part of observing this festival. 

 What was the historical background of the Passover? What did each family have to do with the 
lamb’s blood? What was the result? (see Ex 12:1-6, esp. 12:7, 12-13) 
 

 What role did (and does) the Passover feast play in passing down the Jewish faith from generation 
to generation? (Ex 12:25-27, 13:8-10)  
 

John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said “Look, the Lamb of God” (John 1:29).  

 In this verse, what did John say that Jesus was going to do? How would he do it? 
 
Read 1 Cor 5:7-8. The apostle Paul says that Jesus is the Passover lamb who has been sacrificed. In the Old 
Testament sacrifice system, an animal was sacrificed in the place of a person or family, for both sin and 
other ritual impurity. At the Passover, a lamb was killed. God saw the blood on the doorframes and ‘passed 
over’ each obedient household, so were saved from judgement and death. Jesus knew that he would die 
in our place, bearing the judgement for our sin, so that we would not receive the due penalty for our sin. 

 Jesus’ commitment to saving us cost him his life. Would you be willing to sacrifice your life if it 
meant saving the life of one of your family members or friends?  

 
MAKE IT REAL 
Eugene Peterson offers us the following paraphrase of Eph 5:1-2 in The Message: 

“Watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behaviour from their parents. 
Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved 
us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give 
everything of himself to us. Love like that.” 

 

 How can we demonstrate love and be servants to each other – especially in the ordinary things of 
life? What particular needs do you have in your home/ Connect group? Can you roster ‘working 
bees’ at each other’s homes, to help each other tackle some unfinished tasks? Or mind each 
other’s kids for a short time? Brainstorm some ideas … and then work out a time to do them. 

 
PRAISE GOD: for his extravagant love towards us and PRAY that we might live to serve him and others. 


