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Lasting fruit - Introduction  

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit (John 15:16) 

In areas such as the Hunter Valley, hectare after hectare of land is 
committed to growing and cultivating grapes. After months of 
careful tending, property owners eagerly anticipate – and are 
dependent upon - an abundant harvest of good fruit. There’s 
always the risk of crop failure due to disease or weather. But, 
failing that, each branch is expected to produce and deliver.  

Read John 15:1-17. 

Jesus often used everyday examples to illustrate his teaching. His hearers were used to seeing grape vines 
and fig trees. In one parable, a man waited 3 years for his fig tree to produce fruit – but got frustrated with 
the lack of fruit – and deemed the tree to be a waste of space, commanding that it be chopped down. (Luke 
13:6-9) Jesus also repeated commonly known facts such as: “As soon as (fig tree) twigs get tender and its 
leaves come out, you know that summer is near.” (Mark 13:28) Even kids knew that there should be a 
harvest at the end of the season. But they also knew that the dead branches got heaped up for a bonfire.  

Jesus is essentially stating the obvious: we’re supposed to be producing and bearing heaps of fruit. In v8, it 
is a way we show ourselves to be his disciples. It is the reason we’ve been chosen and appointed. 

• In verses 1 and 5, who are the three characters mentioned? What is the role of each character? 
 
 

• What sort of fruit is Jesus referring to? Is it the ‘fruit of the spirit’ mentioned in Galatians 5? Is it the 
number of people we have led to Christ and/ or discipled? Deeper prayer life? Something else? List 
as many ideas as you can think of. Over coming weeks, we will look at different types of fruit that 
Jesus identifies in the gospel of John. 
 

• In John 15, what three responsibilities (imperatives) does Jesus give us? (v4, 16, 17) 

 
These three imperatives form the basis of the SBC Ministry plan for 2016: 

UP   =  Remain in me  = through worship, learning, prayer and obedience 

IN   =  Love one another = through community – authenticity, discipling,  
      feasting & serving 
OUT  =  Go and bear fruit = through organic evangelism/ mission, equipping, 
      planting and unashamedly sharing the gospel 

• Which of these do you find most difficult?  
 
UP – Planted through Breathing 

In Ephesians 2:10, Paul teaches about us being “God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” But John 15:4-5 tells us twice, that if we do not remain 
or abide in Christ, we can do nothing.  

• Think: what is your relationship with God like at the moment? Do you set aside time for regular 
prayer? Do you have regular time to sit, read and reflect on scripture? Do you have Christian 
friends and family who you can talk about things of God with? Be honest: are you abiding in Christ 
at the moment? Or are you relying on your own strength to get through each day and do ministry? 
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IN – Pollination through Community 
 
Read 1 John 4:12-18 (below) then circle all the ‘in’ words.  

12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in 
God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love, 
lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love. 

 
• Describe the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  

 
Our understanding of the concept of Trinity impacts how we understand church. God is a relational 
God. Miroslav Volf in After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity puts it this way: 

 
“Because the Christian God is not a lonely God, but rather a communion of three persons, faith leads 
human beings into the divine communion. One cannot, however, have a self-enclosed communion with the 
Triune God- a "foursome," as it were-- for the Christian God is not a private deity. Communion with this God 
is at once also communion with those others who have entrusted themselves in faith to the same God. 
Hence one and the same act of faith places a person into a new relationship both with God and with all 
others who stand in communion with God.”   

 
• What do you think of this quote? How does it affect your understanding of ‘communion’ and 

‘community’? 
 

• What is the essential characteristic of the relationship between members of the Godhead and 
between believers? How does that help us transcend the differences among us, including ethnicity, 
gender, social and economic status, etc (such as Paul referred to in Gal 3:28 and Col 3:11)? 
 

OUT – Providing through Engagement 
 
In Acts 1:8, Jesus said that “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

• What places, spaces, groups and organisations are you and others in your group part of through the 
week? (start with: family/ home, work, school gate, play group, cricket games, …)?  
 

• Who are you praying for and seeking to share the gospel with in these spaces? How are you seeking 
to intentionally build relationships with people and share Christ’s love with them? 
 

• What role does hospitality play in sharing your faith? How could you use your home to create 
community in your street?  
 

• How would you like to see mission happen at SBC? What is something that your Home Group or 
Connect Group can be involved in? 
 

PRAY for each other and for our church: 
• That we will be grow UPWARD – to abide in Christ 
• That we will be a COMMUNITY that demonstrates authentic love; and 
• That we will seek to go OUT into our world and share God’s love in word and deed.  
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Extras 
•  
• God the Father, as the vine-grower, is here shown to be intricately involved with the branches (us). 

This is in stark contrast to writers such as William Paley and Richard Dawkins who have suggested 
that God must be like a ‘blind watchmaker’ who (if he) made the world, then left it to ‘run down’.  

• How do you see God being involved in your life? Is God active or passive? Is God at work in the bad 
situations? Or only in the blessings? 

 
In John 15, one Greek word kathairo is translated as both “prune” (v2) and made “clean” (v3).   

• In v3, how were we made clean? Is there any contradiction between Jesus comment here and 
verses such as 1 John 1:7, where the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin? 
 

• In v2, why are we further cleansed or pruned? Does that mean God is intentionally inflicting pain 
on us?  
 

• Pruning a branch might include buds and shoots – that were green and healthy – as well as dead 
growth. As you have walked with God, what sorts of things has God ‘pruned’/ ‘cleaned’ out of your 
life? Have you seen fruit result, even after the pain/ grief of loss? (eg loss of job, reputation, …) 
 

• If you have been through a painful experience – and questioned “where is God in this?” – how did 
you manage to “remain” in Christ? What were the things that encouraged and sustained you?  
 

In Romans 11:11-24, Paul uses another agricultural image: he says that Israel is a “cultivated olive tree” 
while the gentile believers (ie most of us) are like “wild olive shoots” which are “wild by nature” which are 
being “grafted in” to the people of God.  This act was not only contrary to good farming and cultivation 
practice: Paul says it is “contrary to nature”. For many Jewish believers, being linked to gentile believers 
(who they regarded an impure) was outrageous. Additionally, Paul says that some (Israelite) branches had 
been “cut off’ (because of unbelief) in order to allow us to be grafted in.  

In Romans 11:20,22 we read: “Do not be arrogant, but tremble. … Consider therefore the kindness and 
sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his 
kindness.” 

Jesus wasn’t joking when he warned about ‘dead wood’ being destroyed. Passages such as Isaiah 5 (“The 
song of the vineyard”) and Romans 11 highlight that God does not tolerate unfaithfulness or unfruitfulness 
among his people.  

• Which encourages and challenges you more:  
o “the kindness”, mercy and grace of God towards you? or 
o the “sternness of God” and the thought of God holding us to account?   

If we are ‘in’ Christ – we know God’s love, we have his Spirit, we live in love, we have confidence before 
God, we faithfully testify that God has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 

PRAY for each other – that we would all seek to abide in Christ each day. 

 

 

 


