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It’s easy to spend time with people – even for long periods of time – and not really know what makes 
them ‘tick’. In the same way, we can spend time at church and doing church things, without having 
a Biblical understanding of God. Moses asked the question: who are you, God? What is your name? 
The answer would determine how Moses and the people of Israel responded to God. 
 
ICEBREAKER: Choose 3 or 4 people in your group.  

 As a group, think of 5 words that describe each of these people. (Tips: Be kind. Be positive) 

 Then ask these people to respond: Do you agree with the words spoken about you and do 
they truly represent who you are?   

 
PRAY: “Teach me to seek you, and reveal yourself to me as I seek, because I can neither seek you 
if you do not teach me how, nor find you unless you reveal yourself. Let me seek you in desiring you; 
let me desire you in seeking you; let me find you in loving you; let me love you in finding you.”   
St Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109AD) 
 

READ:   Exodus 3:1-22 

 
Moses was a Hebrew by birth, but grew up as the adopted son of a Pharaoh’s daughter in Egypt. 
He was torn between his two cultures. After an outburst of violence, he was identified as a murderer, 
so became a fugitive. In the middle of the wilderness, he was a state-less and status-less shepherd, 
as well as a husband and a father. 

 As this chapter starts, where was Moses? (Ex 3:1) What was significant about this location? 

(Ex 3:5, 12; Ex 19:1-2, 20; 20:1) 

In this chapter, God appeared to Moses in the midst of a burning bush. A “temporary, normally 
visible, manifestation of God”1 is something referred to as a ‘theophany’. Ellison notes that “the main 
importance of a theophany always lies in its revelation of God, especially in the verbal message. The 
physical aspects are there to magnify and authenticate the revelation, but essentially that is all.” 
Daane however, notes that “the bush burned with fire, but was not consumed. Such a phenomenon 
suggests something eternal and constant.”2 

 In Ex 3:9-12, 16 - What was Moses being called to do? What obstacles would he have had 
to negotiate? What people would he have had to convince? 

 

 Read Ex 3:11. What question did Moses ask, in response to God calling him? What are the 
three critical words? What issue was he struggling with? 
 

 In Ex 3:12, what two assurances did God give to Moses? (I will … I have ….). How are these 
promises replicated in the words of Jesus in Matt 28:19-21 and John 20:21? 
 

 In Ex 3:12, what sign would God eventually give to Moses that the promises were ‘for real’? 
 
In the first couple of books of the Bible, we come across three core names for God: 

- El (sing) or Elohim (pl) – this is translated into English as God or Gods. It is 
the first name that we find for God, in Genesis 1, referring to the Creator God.  

- Adonai - this is translated into English as Lord, signifying God as sovereign and 
master. 

- Yahweh  – this is translated into English as LORD (all capitals), Jehovah or Yahweh. 
This name is based on 4 consonants (YHWH) and was uniquely given to the people of Israel. 
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 Sometimes these names appear together. What is the composite name for God in Ex 3:15? 
 
Sometimes one of these names appears with some description, about God’s nature or character. Eg 
El Elyon = God most high; El Roi = the God who sees. In Ex 3:6, God identified himself to Moses in 
connection to Moses’ relationships: his own father and the fathers (or patriarchs) of the Hebrews.  
 
Moses’ family tree is recorded in Ex 6. Moses was a descendant of Abraham and Levi. 

 What do we know about Moses’ father and mother? (Ex 6:20) 
 

 What three fathers/ patriarchs of the people of God are named in Ex 3? (Ex 3:6) 
 
God had appeared to and revealed himself to these 3 patriarchs. The promises made to Abraham, 
were repeated to his descendants. These stories were part of the cultural narrative that had been 
passed down from generation to generation. But, by Moses’ time, the Hebrews were slaves in Egypt. 
The 3 patriarchs were long dead and God’s promises were yet to be realised. God wanted the people 
of Israel to know that he hadn’t forgotten them and that he could see their suffering. God wanted to 
reveal himself, not only to Moses, but to the people of Israel – and to be their God.  

 What hopes and aspirations were tied up in the promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? 
(Gen 12:1-3, 26:2-5, 35:9-12) 

 
In Ex 3:13, Moses anticipated that his people who ask one key question about God: “what is his 
name?” i.e. ‘what is his character, authority or reason for being renown?’ In Egypt, there were lots of 
deities. Pharaoh, himself, was revered as divine and was considered immortal. Pharaoh was also 
likely to ask: ‘which God are you talking about?’ and ‘what authority does he have?’ 

 In Ex 3:14-15, what names did God give, to identify himself to the Israelites? 
 
Moses had asked: ‘who am I …? God named himself “I am who I am” or “I will be who I will be”. (Ex 
3:14) Durham translates this as “I am the One who always is.”3 The same God who was (in the 
past), is (now in the present) and will forever be. Our God does not change. (Mal 3:6a) His character, 
nature and purposes are constant.  

 Read Num 23:19. If God does not change, what happens with his promises?  
 

In Hebrew, there is a play on words between the name I Am ehyeh and Yahweh  yhwh.4 
In Ex 3:15, God told Moses to tell the people: “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me 
from generation to generation.” 

 Read Ex 3:16-20. How did God intend to continue to reveal himself to the people of Israel? 
How was divine compassion and care evident? How would God’s power be displayed?  

 

 Read Ex 4:29-31. How did the elders of Israel respond to Moses’ message? Why? 
 

Consider the following quote by Tony Evans: 

"God is anything but cheap, and He demands that we recognise the value of who He truly is. He 
is who He is (the great I Am) and all honour is due Him. Through the revelation of His names to 
us, God tells us who He is, not who we think He is or want Him to be. He is the great I Am Who I 
Am, not the great I Am Who You Want Me to Be. Too many people attempt to conform God to 
their own desires, yet God will not be defined by anyone outside of Himself. ... Have you ever had 
anyone try to define you? This is the person who tries to tell you who you are without truly getting 
to know you first. Many people attempt to do this very thing with God. They use His name, yet 
their use is inconsistent with His nature. This equates to using His name in vain. ..."5 

 What challenge(s) does Evans give? How can you (personally) better know God and about 
God’s character and nature? 

 
Ex 3:12b reads: “You will become servants of God/ worship God on this mountain.”  
 
PRAY:  God continues to reveal himself to us through his word. Worship Him! 
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