
Springwood Baptist Church 
Sermon Series – Names of God: Term 1 2017  Study 5: Yahweh/ Jehovah Explained 

 
When we looked at Exodus 3, Moses was on Mount Horeb (ie Mount Sinai). God had gotten Moses’ 
attention via a burning bush. In that conversation, God revealed two divine names to Moses: Yahweh/ 
Jehovah/ LORD and ‘I AM’. Years later, Moses was back at Mt Sinai, but he was now joined by the people 
of Israel, after fleeing Egypt and en route to the promised land. This week, we further explore the meaning 
of the name Yahweh, which Walter Kaiser says: “includes his nature, character, person (Ps 20:1; Lk 24:47; 
Jn 1:12), doctrine (Ps 22:22; Jn 17:6, 26), and standards of living (Mic 4:5).”1 
 
ICEBREAKER: What attributes do you look for in a friend/ mate? Why? 

 
PRAY:  Ask God to reveal himself to all of us – as we study His word.  
 

READ:  Exodus 33:7 – 34:10 

 
After arriving at Mt Sinai, God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses on stone tablets and the people 
accepted the terms of the covenant that God dictated. (Ex 19:7-8, 24:3) But, with Moses missing in action 
for 40 days (Ex 24:18), the people feared the worst. Despite an inexplicable display of God’s power, the 
people figured they needed other "gods … who shall go before us” (Ex 32:1) Gold they had pocketed on 
their departure from Egypt, was sculpted into the image of a local pagan deity, a bull calf – which they then 
proceeded to worship. The central verses are Exodus 34:5-7: Yahweh declares his name and 
character. God reveals himself in the context of his people’s rebellion, faithlessness and failure.  
 
These two chapters of Scripture include seven of the BIG ideas we find in Scripture – and this week’s 

study is structured around these seven themes. As we study this series, keep asking: What do we learn 
about God? How is God active and at work in this world and the lives of his people? And, how do we 
respond to God, in light of what we have learnt? 

1 God wants us to know Him So - God reveals his names, nature and character 
to us (Ex 33:19, 34:5-7) 

When God revealed his name to Moses in Ex 3, God revealed his eternal nature. Yahweh is the great I 
am: ie “I am the One who always is.”2 

• What (additional) things do we learn about God, his nature and character from today’s passage? 
 

2 God wants us to live in relationship with Him God initiates a covenant relationship with us (Ex 
19:3-6; 34:10) God audibly speaks to His people 
and His people hear his voice (Ex 19:9; 33:7-11) 

• What do we learn about the relationship between God and Moses: 
o In Ex 33:7-11 

 
o In Ex 32:7-14 

 
In traditional marriage vows, a couple promises faithfulness and exclusivity (eg “forsaking all others”).  

• What benefits come from a faithful and loving (covenant) relationship? 
 
 

3 God wants us to live a life pleasing to Him God gives us instructions about how to live in this 
covenant relationship (Ex 20-23; 34:11-27) 

• God gave Moses – and his people - his law. How was this an act of grace?  
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4 God wants us to get an understanding of his 
power, glory and goodness so that we will live a 
life full of faith and obedience 

God continually and tangibly demonstrates His 
power, glory and goodness (Ex 19:4; 33:17-23; 
34:10) 

• What were some of the ways that God demonstrated his power, glory and goodness to Moses and 
the people of Israel, especially to rescue them from Egypt? [See Note 3 below if you need hints].3 
 

• What are some of the ways that God continues shows his power, glory and goodness to us? [See 
Note 4 below if necessary]4 

 

5 God is both holy and just God judges sin and does not leave sin (including 
idolatry and faithlessness) unpunished. God 
expects us to cleanse our lives of sin, to live lives 
in His presence. (Ex 19:9-24) God forgives sin 
when we repent. (Ex 32:33-34; 34:7-9; Jonah 3)  

READ Exodus 32:7-14, 30-32 

• What do we learn about how God regards sin? What are the consequences of sin? 
 

• How did Moses respond to the sin of the people?  
 

• How should we respond when we realise we have sinned (individually and/ or corporately)? 

 

6 God knows that we are prone to wickedness, 
rebellion and sin 

God tells us that He is merciful, gracious and slow 
to anger (Ex 34:6-7) 

READ Exodus 34:6-7. God judges sin – but God is also merciful, gracious and slow to anger. The message 
in these verses is repeated a number of times through the Old Testament. (Don’t look these up now; These 
include: Num 14:18, 2 Chron 30:9; Neh 9:17, Ps 86:15, 103:8, 145:8, Joel 2:13, Jonah 4:2, Nahum 1:3) 

• In 2 Pet 3, Peter wrote about the day of God’s judgement. How did he understand the idea of “slow 
to anger”? What opportunity does this give us? What benef it does this afford us? (2 Pet 3:9,15) 

 
In 1 John 2:1-2, we read “if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defence—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world.” But a couple of verses before, John wrote “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) 

• In Gen 18:25, Abraham acknowledged that God is the “Judge of all the earth” and that it is divine 
prerogative as to how God treats the wicked and the righteous. How does repentance give us 
access to God’s grace and mercy? 

 

7 God realises that we often forget the 'big picture' 
and to live life with an eternal perspective, so we 
are prone to lose faith and hope 

God reminds us that his name is Yahweh - the 
eternal 'I AM' - who is eternally committed to this 
covenant relationship and His promises 

At the end of Ex 34:6, are two important Hebrew words: Hesed = steadfast love + Emeth = faithfulness.  
“Hesed also denotes “kindness” or “help” received from a superior. The meaning fluctuates between 
“obligation” (covenant), “faithfulness,” and “love” or “grace.” Frequently hesed is associated with 

forgiveness and is almost equal to “mercy” or “mercifulness” (Ex 20:6; 34:6, 7; Mic 7:18). However, 
the principal connotation of hesed is “loyal love”—a love which is associated with the covenant (Deut 
7:12; 1 Sam 20:8). Men could always rely upon the divine hesed. When hesed refers to God it 
indicates in general the divine love flowing out to sinners in unmerited kindness. On the divine side 
hesed comes to designate particularly grace. In a religious sense the hesed of God always signifies 

His merciful and faithful aid.”5 
 
READ, REFLECT & PRAY:  READ Eph 1:5-8. Thank God for the lavishness of his love, kindness and 

grace to us, in redeeming us and forgiving our sins.  
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