
Serving God (1 Peter 4:7-11) 
 
This passage begins with the statement “the end of all things is near”. This gives 
an urgency to the responses that follow. They also act as a summary of how we 
should live and what we prioritise. 
 
How many separate responses are we commanded to have in verses 7-11 (NIV 
wording) 

1 Be alert and sober so you may…. 
2 Above all…… 
3 Offer… 
4 Use…. 
5 If… 
6 If…. 

 
Peter informs the church that “the end of all things is near.” Yet, as we all know, 
nearly 2000 years have passed since these words were written by the apostle. 
Was he mistaken? How are we to understand these words, The end is near?  
 
What does it mean to be alert and sober for our prayer life? 
 
1 Peter 4:8 uses the phrase “above all” Why is this important? 
Today we have a raging debate that Christianity should not be concerned with 
rules or purity but simply place love above all and accept all through love. Is this 
the sort of balance that Peter is here urging? 
 
What does “love covers a multitude of sins” mean? 
 
 Cultures like the middle eastern ones place a high emphasis on hospitality. Is 
this still important? Is there anything particularly spiritual or Christian about it? 

 
Is the use of spiritual gifts a separate topic or is it a continuation of the call to 
love? Explain your answer. 
 
Why is the second half of verse 10 there? 
 
We would probably say that the point of things like prayer and love and 
hospitality and service are to build one another up. Yet what is the motive given 
in the last half of v11? How does this work? 
 
Summary Questions 
1 What commitment is God speaking you to focus on? 
◦  To God (7)? 
◦  To God's people (8)? 
◦  To God's service (9-11)? 
What area do you have most difficulty with? 


