
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2017          1 Corinthians: Warts & All                           Week 1: Boasting 

 
Around 600 BC, shortly before the fall of Jerusalem, the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah warned Judah: 

This is what the LORD says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the 
rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to 
know me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I 
delight,” declares the LORD.” (Jer 9:23-24) 

God’s people in Judah had become arrogant and conceited, presuming that God would always bless them, 
regardless of their attitudes and actions.  
 
Around 53-55 AD, the apostle Paul reiterated this message in his first letter to the Corinthians: “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor 1:31)  
 
ICEBREAKER: How does our culture define success? Eg what sort of people get Australia Day or Queens 
Birthday awards? Is there anything wrong with this success or about celebrating this?  
 

Welcome to first century Corinth: “In Roman 
times the city was notorious as a place of wealth 
and indulgence. “To live as a Corinthian” meant 
to live in luxury and immorality. As a sea port, it 
was a meeting place of all nationalities and it 
offered all of the attendant vices. The temple of 
Aphrodite on Acrocorinth was unique in Greece. 
Its priestesses were more than a thousand 
hierodouloi “sacred slaves,” who engaged in 
prostitution. Its wealth was derived from its 
commercial traffic by sea and by land, its pottery 
and brass industries, and its political importance 
as the capital of Achaia. At its height, it probably 
had a population of 200,000 free men and 
500,000 slaves.”1 

 
READ 1 Cor 1:1-9. In 1 Cor 1:4, the apostle Paul gives thanks to God for the church at Corinth “because 
of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.” Kenneth Bailey comments that this thanksgiving prayer is in stark 
contrast to Pauls’ commendations of other churches in the preludes to his other letters. 

“This is not a compliment. … The Corinthians had received a great deal of grace. Their responses to that grace 
were deeply flawed. The most kindly thing Paul can honestly say to them is to remind them of the grace they 
have freely received. They have no grounds for boasting because all their spiritual heritage was a gift.”2 

• What things had Paul commended other churches for? [Rom 1:8, Phil 1:5, Col 1:4, 1 Thess 1:3] 
 

• In 1 Cor 1:1-9, what are some of the gifts that God had given, or was working into, the Corinthian 
church? (you may find one or more ‘gifts’ in each of these verses) 
 

 
READ: 1 Cor 1:17-2:16. Plato was a famous Greek philosopher. Bailey notes that, in Plato’s work 
Menexenus,3 there is an example of a Greek funeral speech. It provides an example of how, in this culture, 
people were praised for their noble birth, their nurture and education, plus their noble actions which 
demonstrated that they were worthy of their education.4 Paul’s argument in these verses highlights that 
very few people in the Corinthian church met this sort of standard. If anything, by the standards of 1st 
Century Greece, people in this church were pretty ‘ordinary’ – so they really could not boast. (1:26-29) 

• In 1 Cor 1:26-29, God both ‘called’ and ‘chose’ us. What four things describe the ‘chosen’? How 
do you feel about these descriptions? 
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In 1 Cor 1:29, we discover that, for Paul, ‘boasting’ was not just about publicising our achievements or 
status, but also about boasting before God. Soard explains: 

For Paul “to boast” is to do far more than merely to brag or to self-promote. For a human “to boast” is for 
the person to glorify the self in a way that either refuses to recognise God or presumes that God is 
bound to recognize the human’s status. Paul can use this verb positively with the connotation that humans 
recognize the glory of God’s actions and “boast” of what God has done (see Rom. 2:17; 5:2, 11; 1 Cor. 1:29, 
31; 2 Cor. 10:17; Phil. 3:3). In the present verse Paul has human self-satisfied and self-praising boasting in 
mind.5 

• In 1 Cor 1:30-31, Paul highlights: “You are in Christ Jesus” and “boast in the Lord.” What four things 
are we given when we are “in Christ”. (1:30) 
 
  

In these two chapters, Paul lists four things that were idealised in Corinthian culture: eloquent speech, 
accumulated knowledge, secular wisdom and different types of power. For the Romans, power came by 
Imperial decree and military might. The most influential Greeks were orators who were schooled in the art 
of rhetoric (which was used both in legal argument and persuasion.) The influential Jews were Scribes 
and Rabbis, schooled in the Torah and law. Paul had mastered both: he had studied under the Jewish 
Rabbi, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) and his letters evidence his competence in Greek rhetoric.  

• In this passage, Paul contrasts his view of four themes with the priorities and attitudes of Jews and 
Greeks who lived in Corinth. Complete the following table. A couple of verses are provided as a 
starter. You will find other answers scattered through the two chapters covered in this study.  

THEME 
HOW DID PAUL DESCRIBE IT/ 

SEE AS IT'S SOURCE? 
HOW DID THE JEWS & GREEKS 

SEE PAUL'S PRIORITY? 
WHAT DID THE JEWS & 

GREEKS/ GENTILES PREFER? 

SPEECH 

1:17-18 Message of …                 
1:23 (How? What?)     
 
2:13                        

1:23 Jews -  1:17  
 
2:1 

KNOWLEDGE 

Knowledge of God                   
1:6, 2:1 (comprises?) 
 
2:10 (source?) 

 
1:20 (four things):        
 
 

WISDOM 

1:24 Wisdom of God =  
 
2:13-15 (source?) 

1:23 Greeks -  1:22 Greeks - Demand for  
2:1 
2:6 

POWER/ 
STRENGTH 

1:24 Power of God =                          
1:18 Power of God =  
 
1:8 He will 
2:12 

1:25 weakness of God 1:22 Jews - Demand for  
 
2:6 

 
This letter was directed to everyone who was part of “the church of God in Corinth … together with all 
those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2), regardless of their ethnic 
background, gender or socio-economic status. In 1 Cor 1:4-9, Paul told the Corinthians that they had been 
enriched “in speech and knowledge”. Jesus had been revealed to them, they’d entered into a relationship 
with God, they’d been given the Holy Spirit and they did “not lack any spiritual gift.” 

• Read 2 Pet 1:3-8. If we are empowered by God’s Spirit, how should that affect how we live and 
speak? 

 
• Read John 15:12-15. God’s word records Jesus’ words and commands. In 1 Cor 2:16, we learn 

that God’s Spirit helps us to think with the “mind of Christ”. What disciplines do you have, both to 
rely on God’s word and the Holy Spirit, to help you make wise choices in the course of your day? 

 
APPLICATION: Re-read Jer 9:23-24 (above) and The Message paraphrase (below): 

“Don’t let the wise brag of their wisdom. Don’t let heroes brag of their exploits. Don’t let the rich brag of their 
riches. If you brag, brag of this and this only: That you understand and know me. I’m GOD, and I act in loyal 
love. I do what’s right and set things right and fair, and delight in those who do the same things.” 

• How will these verses shape your values and priorities this week?  
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