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Throughout the book of 1 Corinthians, the issue of ‘division’ continually comes up as an issue. In this 
week’s passage, Paul wrote that diversity is God’s idea:  God designed the body of Christ to work together 
with different kinds of gifts, service and ways of working. If different parts are working together in a healthy 
way, “there should be no division in the body (and) parts should have equal concern for each other.” (1 
Cor 12:25) 
 
ICEBREAKER:  Attached is a simple jigsaw puzzle. Assign one person to cut the puzzle into pieces. This 
exercise can be done now or later, during the study. Distribute the pieces to people in your group. The 
challenge is – as a group - to put the puzzle together (without looking at the ‘big picture’).  

• Consider the following verse: “you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 
Cor 12:27). What is it, that makes us all important and valuable parts of the body of Christ? Is it 
just about what or how much we ‘contribute’? How should that affect how we relate to each other? 

 

READ: 1 Cor 12:4-7, 12-27. 
 
Last week, we introduced the topic of spiritual gifts. This week, we are looking at different relational 
dynamics in the church and how the contribution of different people with different gifts is to be viewed. 
Four words are repeated through this chapter: ‘many (parts)’, ‘different (kinds)’, ‘same’ and ‘all’. These 
words underscore the themes that flow through Chapter 12.  

• Underline these four words as you work your way through this chapter.  
 

• Diversity in the Corinthian church often fuelled division and factions. What ethnic, gender, socio-
economic and religious differences were evident in Corinth?  
 

• What ‘big picture’ ideas did Paul want the Corinthians to get a handle on, in 1 Cor 12:13 & 27? 
 

Consider the following two comments by Gordon Fee and Ben Witherington: 
“Paul is concerned about both ... diversity in unity and unity in diversity. He thus uses the body 
analogy to resolve the difficult question of the relation of the one and the many. But it is not merely 
an analogy, since he believes that it describes a real supernatural entity: Christ’s people bound to 
him and to each other by God’s Spirit.1 
 
“Diversity has its roots in the triune God (vv. 4–6), whose diverse activities are expressed by way of 
three different verbal nouns (and thus without verbs): the “diversities of gracious giftings 
[charismata]” are attributed to the (one and the) same Spirit [pneuma],” the “diversities of services 
[diakoniai]” to the (one and the) same Lord [kyrios (= Christ)], and the “diversities of workings 
[energēmata]” to the (one and the) same God [theos], who in turn by the Spirit has given diverse 
manifestations to different people for the common good of the community (v. 7).” 2 

 
Witherington is suggesting that the Body of Christ is meant to reflect the unity and diversity within the 
Trinity. Prior to the NT, Jews only knew of God as Yahweh, “the LORD is one”. (Deut 6:4-5) A Christian 
understanding of God is still monotheistic, but understands that all three persons comprise the Godhead.  

• How would our understanding of the person and work of God be different - if we took either Father 
or Son or Spirit, out of the Godhead? 

 

• Many verses of Scripture describe the quality and nature of the relationship(s) between the Father, 
Son and Spirit. [eg Jn 3:34-35; 5:19-20; 10:17-18, 30, 38; 14:11, 21-26]. Look up one or two of 
these verses. These relationships are not tainted by sin. What can we learn from these? 

                                                           
1 Witherington, B., III. (1995). Conflict and Community in Corinth: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. p254-255. 
2 Fee, G. D. (2014). The First Epistle to the Corinthians. (N. B. Stonehouse, F. F. Bruce, G. D. Fee, & J. B. Green, Eds.) (Revised Edition). 
Grand Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. p648-649. 
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In 1 Cor 12, Paul assumed the role of a comic animator, by depicting body parts talking to each other.  

• In 1 Cor 12:15-16, some body parts resented their assigned gifts and roles. What would be the 
result if each of the parts mentioned decided to resign from the body in protest? 

 

If we compare the roles in the Godhead, we might conclude that Jesus drew the ‘short straw’, in having to 
suffer and die. He knew the decision to be die was in his own hands (Jn 10:18), but he still really struggled 
with the enormity and nature of the task before him, then chose to be faithfully obedient. (Lk 22:42) 

• What do 1 Cor 12:17-20 teach us about why we should faithfully use the gifts we’re each given? 
 

Early in 1 Cor, Paul confronted the issue of division in this church. In 1 Cor 12:21, some body parts told 
others that “we don’t need you”. This attitude - and these words - may have been part of the dynamics in 
the Corinthian church – especially by those who were powerful and respectable.  In 1 Cor 12:13, Paul 
particularly pointed the finger at divisions between Jews vs Greeks, and slaves vs free.  

• What happens when people are made to feel that they are not welcome and don’t have a ‘place’?  
 

In 1 Cor 12:22-24, Paul referred to body parts that are “weak”, “less honourable” and “unpresentable” …. 
which was probably a euphemism for genitalia and inner organs. Paul wouldn’t have directly mentioned it, 
but, like everyone, he had to use the bathroom – plus wash and maintain personal hygiene. Unseen body 
parts have important functions that are indispensable to the health and wellbeing of the body as a whole.  
 
The ‘unseen’ people in the Corinthian church were the slaves, the women and the children. The people 
who were seen as ‘less spiritual’ in this church were the ones who didn’t speak in tongues and those who 
didn’t have the ‘upfront’ and miraculous gifts. Paul reminded them that not everyone has these gifts. (1 
Cor 12:29-31), but they were already honoured by God – so were also worthy of honour in their church. (1 
Cor 12:24) 

• The Corinthians had a culture which valued those who were ‘honoured’, but also readily imposed 
‘shame’ on those that were deemed inferior. What particular challenges would the Corinthians have 
faced, in putting into practice Paul’s teaching about ‘mutual honour’ for each other? 
 

God gives out gifts at his own discretion. Even the most unlikely people in a church are baptised by the 
Spirit and are given gifts. An example of this was seen in Acts 4:13, where many people knew that Peter 
was a fisherman who lacked education. But when he was empowered by the Spirit, Peter was able to 
boldly speak to a crowd and able to expound Scripture to religious leaders. Despite having denied Jesus 
and having experienced a massive sense of personal failure, God used him powerfully.  

• How might inclusive diversity in this church – and keeping in mind the ‘big picture’ - have overflowed 
and contributed to the effectiveness of the gospel ministry? (Jn 13:35, Rom 15:7-9, Acts 4:32-35, 
2 Cor 9:12-15)  

 

READ 1 Cor 12:27-13:13 
 
Paul had the same ‘hard conversation’ with both the Corinthian church (1 Cor 12-14) and with the Roman 
church (Rom 12). Both passages mention that God has distributed different gifts to different people, but in 
Rom 12, Paul adds a couple of different gifts: encouraging, serving, giving, leading and showing mercy. In 
Rom 12, Paul urged each person not to think too highly of themselves, but to honour each other. They 
were to faithfully and diligently use their gifts, while also being genuine and sincere in their love for one 
another. Regardless of what gift they had and what role they had in their church, they were to be respectful, 
enthusiastic, joyful, patient, generous, forgiving, accepting and prayerful. 
 

• Looking through 1 Cor 13, make two lists: 
What things are part of genuine & sincere love? What behaviours are inconsistent with genuine love? 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY 
Over the last two weeks, we have mentioned spiritual gifts that are listed in 1 Cor 12-14 and Rom 12. 
Which of these gifts can you identify in people in your group? Encourage each other to use these gifts and 
pray for each other, for wisdom and courage to develop and use these gifts to build up the body of Christ. 
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