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In Matthew 8, we see a number of demonstrations of Jesus’ authority. Firstly, Jesus commanded that a 
person be made clean and immediately, the person was healed of their leprosy. In the next episode, a 
Roman centurion, whose servant was paralysed and in terrible distress, appealed to Jesus to heal the 
servant. When Jesus expressed the intention to immediately come to his home, we read:  

“The centurion answered, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only speak 
the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under 
me; and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, 
'Do this,' and the slave does it."  When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to those who 
followed him, "Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found such faith. (Matt 8:8-10) 

The soldier was under the authority of another person, whose orders he obeyed. In turn, he expected 
absolute obedience from those he commanded. He identified that Jesus was in the same position: of being 
in complete submission to his Father and having the authority to command the same obedience of his 
followers. But, distinctively, Jesus’ divine authority and commands could also bring healing and wholeness. 
 
GETTING STARTED:  One aspect of the Australian psyche is a disrespect for authority. One writer has 
said that “It is every Australian's moral duty to declare, with great frequency and volume, how much we as 
a people hate authority and define ourselves by our rebellious free-spirited nature.”1 Do you agree or 
disagree with this? Does this attitude affect how we view God’s authority and our attitude to obeying God? 
 
READ: JOHN 8:21-32 
 

• In John 8:28-29:  
o What commands were given by the Father to the Son?  
 
o What phrases tell us about Jesus’ response to those commands? 

 
Living on earth, Jesus was surrounded by sin and temptation, yet he was constantly aware of his Father’s 
presence as Jesus always did what was pleasing to the Father. (John 8:29). Then, on the cross, as he 
carried the sin of the world, Jesus cried out that God had forsaken him. (Matt 27:46) Obedience does not 
guarantee that we will always feel that God is with us. Even Jesus suffered the anguish of being and feeling 
separated from God, even at a time when he “became obedient to the point of death”. (Phil 2:8) But Jesus 
has promised that “truly I will be with you all the days till the finish of the aeon.” (Matt 28:20) 

 
In John 8:31-32, Jesus told his disciples that “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth and the truth will make you free”.  

• What does it mean to “continue in my word”? 
 

• Why did Jesus make obedience to his word, the measure of the authenticity of our discipleship?  
 

READ: EPHESIANS 5:1-10 
 
In Ephesians 5:9, Paul writes that “the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth”. 
Obedience must impact how we speak and act. This passage points out a number of behaviours and 
attitudes that are inconsistent with a life that is pleasing to God and which “are improper for God’s holy 
people” (Eph 5:3) who are heirs of the kingdom of God. 

• Disobedience of God’s revealed will is sin. One act of disobedience (sin) by Adam led to death. 
(Rom 5:12) What do we learn from Eph 5:6, about how God sees disobedience? Are there any 
behaviours in this passage that have creeped into your life? 

 
In 2 Tim 3:16-17, we read: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
One thing that sets Baptists apart from other Christian traditions is the commitment to ‘Sola Scriptura’ or 
‘the Bible alone’: that is, that the Bible is our sole written authority in matters of faith and practice. No creed, 
tradition or confession of faith carries that same authority.2 

• We need to be soaked in God’s word to know what God requires and commands of us. What 
disciplines do you have in your day and week, to help you read and study Scripture? What Bible 
apps, websites and devotional materials have you used? How helpful have these been? 

                                                           
1 Pobjie, B. (28 Apr 2017) “The 10 most Australian values that make Australia so valuable”  
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-28/these-are-our-core-australian-values/8476902  
2 http://www.freesundayschoollessons.org/youth/sunday-school-lessons/baptist-distinctives/biblical-authority-baptist-distinctives/  
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READ: JOHN 14:15-26 
 
As Jesus’ earthly ministry was coming to an end, Jesus told his disciples, “If you love me, keep my 
commands.” When one of them asked, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the 
world?”, Jesus again reiterated: “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. … Anyone who does not 
love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who 
sent me.” Our obedience is here seen as a measure of the authenticity of our love for God. 

• What does this passage teach us about the role of the Holy Spirit in helping us to obey God? Why 
did Jesus think that we need God’s help? 
 

• This passage highlights that our motives matter. Billy Graham’s daughter, Anne Graham Lotz, is 
quoted as saying: “Our love for Christ is more important to Him than all of our service to Him. Strict 
obedience and services are not enough. Love for Jesus must come first.” What do you think is your 
key driver and motivation for you to obey Christ and his word? Have you ever thought about 
‘obedience’ in terms of: ‘I obey God because I love God/ Jesus’ – or is this a new thought for you? 

 

READ: JOHN 15:5-17 
 
In John 14:21, we’re told that when we obey Jesus, it demonstrates our love for Jesus. In turn, “The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” In John 15:10, 
we read: “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands 
and remain in his love.” Obedience of God’s word is an integral part of our relationship with God. 

• What does it mean to “remain in (Jesus’) love”? Is it possible to not remain in his love or to stop 
being a recipient of God’s love? 

 

In John 15:7, Jesus said: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you.”. Similarly, prayer – and being able to present our requests to God (Phil 4:6) – is also 
tied up with that relationship. In this passage, our ‘remaining’/ ‘abiding’ and our obedience to his word is 
critical to us having fruitful lives and ministries (John 15:5). Living a righteous life is crucial for our prayers 
being “powerful and effective”. (James 5:15-16) 

• In 1 Thess 5:16-18, we’re told to “pray without ceasing”. In John 10:27, Jesus said: “my sheep hear 
my voice … and they follow me.” How do you practice “praying without ceasing” through your day?3 
(Check out the website link for some tips) How important is it for you, to listen to and act on 
promptings of the Spirit? How has God used you, when you have obeyed these promptings? 

 

In John 15:11, Jesus said: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete.” Jesus wants his joy to indwell our lives and our obedience to him is an integral part of that.  

• Read 1 John 5:1-5. What do we learn about our new status? How do we demonstrate that status? 
  

• What does John tell us about the nature of God’s commands? Is that statement true for you? Or 
does the struggle with temptation in a particular area of your life, make obedience really hard? 

 

Obedience is seen in the outflow of love from our lives, both to God and to others. Jesus said: “As the 
Father has loved me, so have I loved you … My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:9,12-13).  

• John 3:16 starts with the words: “For God so loved …” 1 John 3:1 starts with “What great love the 
Father has lavished on us …” What does it mean for you to be a conduit of God’s love to a broken 
world? How does that change how you speak and act? 

 

Jesus exemplified obedience to the Father. He commands that we obey him. However, he shows us that 
it was something that he, too, was willing to do. In John 15:10, he said “… keep my commands … just as 
I have kept my Father’s commands …”. He expects the same level of obedience of us, that he practised. 

“To obey or not to obey the Lord God: this has been and is the crucial question for every human 
being. Obedience as opposed to disobedience is a life-and-death issue. God has given humankind 
the innate power of choice: the choice of obedience leads to God's promised blessing of life; the 
choice of disobedience leads to curse, judgment, and death.”4 

• What have you learned today? How will that change your attitudes, words and actions this week? 

                                                           
3 Stanley, K.O. “How to Pray without Ceasing.” 
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/how-to-pray-without-ceasing.html  
4 https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/obedience.html 
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