
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 2, 2018          Rebels Guide to Joy                         Week 4: Joy in Death 
 

 

Benjamin Franklin is often attributed with the quote: “in this world nothing can be certain, except death and 
taxes.” Yet, even talking about death and dying is practically a social taboo. People ‘fight’ to beat terminal 
illnesses, to allay death. But, in the current social discourse, the voluntary euthanasia movement is 
championing the choice of ‘when’ and ‘how’ to die, as a human right, in order to both alleviate pain and 
suffering and to have some sort of control over the inevitable. For some people, though, recognising that 
there is some definite limit on their time on earth, provides clarity about their purpose for being alive. 
 
ICEBREAKER: Below are some quotes by some people who did great things during their lifetime. Read 
the quotes aloud, then discuss: who were these people? What are they famous for? What do their 
comments tell us about their attitudes to life, death and serving God? And, how did each of them die? 

Martin Luther King Jr.: “Like anybody, I would like to have a long life. Longevity has its place. But 
I'm not concerned about that now. I just want to do God's will.” “It does not matter how long you live, 
but how well you live it.” 
William Wilberforce: “To live our lives and miss that great purpose we were designed to accomplish 
is truly a sin. It is inconceivable that we could be bored in a world with so much wrong to tackle, so 
much ignorance to reach and so much misery we could alleviate.” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: “The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which every 
man must experience is the call to abandon the attachments of this world. It is that dying of the old 
man which is the result of his encounter with Christ.” 
Jim Elliot: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” “Wherever 
you are, be all there! Live to the hilt every situation you believe to be the will of God.”  
Nabeel Qureshi: “Death is nothing to be feared. Jesus has conquered it, and we are in him. His 
resurrection has been the locus of Christian confidence from the inception of the church.” 
William Carey: “In respect to the danger of being killed by them, it is true that whoever does go must 
put his life in his hand, and not consult with flesh and blood; but do not the goodness of the cause, 
the duties incumbent on us as the creatures of God, and Christians, and the perishing state of our 
fellow men, loudly call upon us to venture all and use every warrantable exertion for their benefit?”  
 

READ: Philippians 1:18b-30 
 

• If you had to write a ‘memorable’ quote or ‘big idea’, to sum up this passage of Scripture, what 
would it be? What words or phrases indicate Paul’s central focus? 

 

Gordon Fee has commented that: 
“Believers in Christ are people of the future, a sure future that has already begun in the present. 
They are “citizens of heaven” (Phil 3:20), who live the life of heaven, the life of the future, in the 
present in whatever circumstances they find themselves.”1 

In the book of Hebrews, early Christians were given instructions on how to live, in the face of persecution 
and the possibility that they would die for their faith. 

• Read Heb 9:27. What do we learn about life and death from these verses? Why is this important? 
 

• Read Heb 10:35-39. It’s easy to compromise or give up when we face opposition. What instructions 
were the Hebrews given in these verses? 

 

• Read Heb 11:32-40. What sort of things did the heroes of the faith achieve? And what di some of 
them endure/ put up with? What do we learn from their example? 

 

• Read Heb 12:1-3. What instructions are we given, whether we are facing or opposition or not? 
What do we learn from the example of Jesus? 

 

In every generation, there is the challenge for Christians – to either be faithful and persevere and be true 
to their calling to be the people of God (and be seen as “shameful” in our culture) OR to “shrink back”, to 
conform to society’s expectations and be silent (and be “ashamed” when we stand before God). 

• In Phil 1:20, what do we learn about Paul’s perspective on this issue? What was his priority? 

                                                           
1 Fee, G. D. (1995). Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. p88. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt71php?ref=Bible.Php1.6&off=6001&ctx=e+present+sentence.%0a~Believers+in+Christ+
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• How are ways in which Paul modelled and instructed the Philippians, to demonstrate their 
faithfulness to the gospel, in all aspects of their lives? 

o Phil 1:20 

 

o Phil 1:22 

 

o Phil 1:25b 

 

o Phil 1:27a 

 

o Phil 1:27b 

 

o Phil 1:29b 

 

• Paul knew that persevering and being faithful, in the face of suffering could not be achieved in his 
own strength. What two things did he need and what was he reliant on? (Phil 1:19) 

 

In Rom 12:1-2, Paul appealed to the Romans “to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world …”. In Phil 1:20, we 
read that Paul hoped “Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death.” He 
was totally invested in exalting and glorifying Christ, even if that meant that he died as a result. He was 
also heavily invested in helping the Philippian church grow in maturity in their discipleship and service. 
Paul was pragmatic about the possibility he would be executed. In Phil 1:23, he expressed a desire to die 
and be free of his suffering. But, for whatever number of days he had left, he wanted to make sure these 
were used in “fruitful labour”, for their benefit. 

• What did Paul mean when he said “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ”? (Phil 1:27) What does that look like, in practice? 

 

• Paul hoped for “sufficient courage” for himself (Phil 1:20) and that the Philippians would keep 
contending for the gospel "without being frightened in any way”. (Phil 1:28) Why is courage 
essential, both to be a faithful witness of the gospel and for living a consistent Christian life? 

 

Writing on Philippians 1, Frank Thielman says there are three key questions that we must ask: 1. Do 
motives matter? 2. Is Paul saying suffering is good? 3. What is the nature of joy? He affirms that suffering 
and pain are real, and Paul did not intend that “Christians should plaster smiles on their faces when they 
experience it and pretend that hardship is a joyful experience.” However, he contends that Paul had joy 
(ie a “settled peace”) in this situation because “the advancement of the gospel was his primary goal in life” 
and knowing that “God is able to advance the gospel under the most difficult circumstances.2 
 
Read John 15:5-11 (below) 

““I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me 
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. “As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my 
joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” (NIV) 

• What did Jesus say, are the keys to joy and the keys to fruitfulness in Christian life and ministry? 
 

• Read Heb 9:27 again. What do Jesus’ words in John 15, add to the message in Heb 9:27? 
 

REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: In the parable of the talents, the master commends two workers with the 
words: 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things … enter into the 
joy of your master.'  (Matt 25: 21,23 NRSV) 

• How motivated are you, to live in a manner “worthy of the gospel” and faithfully declare the gospel, 
all the days of your life? Do you think that God will judge you to be faithful?  

                                                           
2 Thielman, F. (1995). Philippians. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p72. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac71php?ref=Bible.Php1.12-18a&off=37457&ctx=idst+of+difficulty.%0a~This+passage%2c+finall
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ICEBREAKER REFERENCE SHEET: 
 

PERSON WHO WERE THEY? 
WHAT ARE THEY FAMOUS 
FOR? HOW DID THEY DIE? 

Martin 
Luther 
King Jr. 

Lived 1929-1968; Baptist 
Pastor and civil rights 
campaigner 

Civil rights campaign in USA, 
for racial equality by non- 
violent means. Speeches 
such as “I have a dream …”. 

Assassinated/ shot dead 

William 
Wilberforce 

Lived 1759-1833, English 
politician and philanthropist 

Leader of the movement to 
stop the slave trade, an 18-
year campaign to get the 
British Parliament to abolish 
the slave trade and a 44- year 
campaign to get the British 
Parliament to abolish slavery3 

Influenza (ie the ‘flu’) 

Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 

Lived 1906-1945, German 
pastor, theologian and spy 

Anti-Nazi dissident, key 
founding member of the 
Confessing Church and his 
voluntary return from USA to 
Germany to provide Christian 
leadership and a prophetic 
voice in Nazi Germany 

Executed by hanging in 
Flossenbürg 
concentration camp 

Jim Elliot 
Lived 1927-1956, American 
Missionary to Ecuador 

One of the 'Ecuador 5', a 
group of missionaries to the 
unreached Huaorani (Auca) 
people 

All five were killed by 
Huaorani warriors 

Nabeel 
Qureshi 

Lived 1983-2017, American 
convert from Ahmadiyya sect 
of Islam, Author and Christian 
apologist with Ravi Zacharias 
ministries 

Radical conversion after 
scrutinising and challenging 
the premises of Christian faith; 
Outspoken defender of 
Christian faith and contrast 
with Islamic beliefs 

Stomach Cancer 

William 
Carey 

Lived 1761-1834, British 
Christian missionary to India, 
Particular Baptist minister, 
translator, social reformer and 
cultural anthropologist who 
founded the Serampore 
College and the Serampore 
University 

‘Father of modern Protestant 
missions', his essay on the 
obligation of Christians to take 
the gospel to unreached 
peoples, challenging 
prevailing Calvinist thought of 
Christians in his day. 

In India, unknown cause, 
after 41 years’ service 

 
 
 

                                                           
3 http://abolition.e2bn.org/people_24.html 

http://abolition.e2bn.org/people_24.html

