
The One 
Reflections 
Phil began our Christmas series on John 1 with “The Beginning”…looking at the pre-existence or even better the 
eternal existence of Jesus. 

What are the implications of Jesus’ existence at the Beginning? 

Noel continued the series on Sunday with “The One”…looking at the fleshly existence of God in this world through 
Jesus.  

What did you take away from Noel’s message on Sunday? Did the Spirit prompt you to respond in any way? Did it 
raise any questions for you? 

 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” 
Much of John’s gospel is to do with ‘truth’. Jesus is often attributed with prefacing many of his teachings in John’s 
gospel with the words “I tell you the truth…”. Here in the introductory verses John with deceptive simplicity lays down 
many of the fundamental truths of the Christian faith. 

What is the importance of the Word becoming flesh? 

What extra weight does the phrase ‘and made his dwelling among us’ give to the truth that the Word became 
flesh? 

What are the implications of this truth for us personally? 

 

“We have seen his glory…the One and Only Son…full of grace and truth”  
The phrase ‘made his dwelling among us’ literally translated is that he pitched his tent among us. For Jewish readers 
this would have immediately evoked thoughts of the Tabernacle, hence the following thought is to do with the glory of 
God. The tabernacle was believed to house the presence/glory of God…this time round though the glory of God is 
housed in his one and only Son! 

What is the glory of the one and only Son that we have seen?  

Why is it important for John to include that Jesus came from the Father? 

What does John gain from including the bracketed testimony of John the Baptist? 

Why do you think from this point on John stops calling Jesus the Word and begins calling him Jesus or the Son? 

What are the implications of this truth (we have seen his glory) for us personally? 

“Out of his fullness…grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” 
“Out of his fullness”…What fullness? 

What is the grace already given? 

It was important for John to reference Moses because there were those who believed you could not believe the 
teachings of Jesus and follow the laws given to Moses. 

Does John imply the law has been replaced by Jesus? 

What do you think John has in mind when he says ‘grace and truth’? 



John is not seeking to put aside Moses and the laws he received from God but he is placing Jesus as much greater than 
Moses. 

How is Jesus shown to be greater than Moses? (pay attention to v18a) 

 

What are the implications of this grace and truth for us personally? 

“No one has ever seen God…but the one & only Son…has made him known”  
Until now no-one had ever seen God. He had revealed his heart through people such as Moses and other prophets but 
this time around it is as if God has reached into his very being and plucked out his own heart in sending Christ to us. 

Read John 14:5-11 to see how the disciples tried to get their head around this truth. 

Is this what John is referring to when he says Jesus was full of grace and truth? Full of grace because the God of all 
things is choosing to make himself known in the most intimate and accessible way. Full of truth because everything 
about him reveals the true God…all his fullness dwells within Him. 

What are the implications of this truth for us personally? 
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