
The Cost Of Discipleship  Matthew 8:19-23 
 
There is nothing in the New Testament to suggest a commonly held 
modern idea. Many today think that faith is a general awareness of a 
supernatural dimension or a general trust in the goodness of some 
distant divinity. Nor does it suggest that some might arrive at faith 
through Jesus or equally through others by some quite different 
route. Faith, in Christian terms, means believing precisely that the 
living God has entrusted his authority to Jesus himself, who is now 
exercising it for the salvation of the world. 
 
This is enormously significant.  It means that as the only answer, 
Christ has the authority to command and dictate terms that 
otherwise would seem quite offensive. Yet to resent this would be 
akin to resenting a parents stern warning to a child not to play with 
matches near petrol. 
 
Do you think that we often ignore or downplay the authority and 
urgency of Jesus and his mission? If so where do we do this? 
 
Jesus seems to discourage one would be follower and then 
provocatively called another into following. What do these two have 
in common? 
 
Does Jesus seem gentle and compassionate in his dealing with them?  
 
Why does he speak this way? 
 
According to the rabbis, when man’s father dies he has a strong 
obligation to give him a proper burial. Of course we don’t know if the 
man’s father had actually died yet. The Man may have been using his 
future obligation as a way of postponing following Jesus. The 
response Jesus offers means that what he, Jesus, was doing was so 
important, so urgent, so immediate that whatever else you would 
thinking of doing, this comes first. 
 
Much of Jesus ministry seems to be confronting and not designed to 
attract and keep followers. Some have even called Christ a failure 
because so few were with him at the end. Do we need to speak of the 
cost of discipleship more boldly, even at the cost of many leaving? 
 



What are the costs of discipleship today anyhow? Is it still true that 
we also have no-where to lay our heads? 
 
Many today stress the blessings that come from following Jesus. How 
do we keep a balance between blessings and difficulties? 
 
Extra work for extra credit. 
 
You will have noticed that Jesus uses the phrase “son of man” to refer 
to himself. Does this mean Jesus is not divine?  
 
 
This sounds like some kind of contradiction at first glance, but in fact 
there is no contradiction. An examination of Scripture reveals that 
the phrase “Son of Man” carries broad significance. 
 
First of all, even if the phrase “Son of Man” is a reference to Jesus' 
humanity, it is not a denial of His deity. By becoming a man, Jesus did 
not cease being God. The incarnation of Christ did not involve the 
subtraction of deity, but the addition of humanity.  
 
In fact, it is highly revealing that the term “Son of Man” is used in 
Scripture in contexts of Christ's deity. For example, the Bible says 
that only God can forgive sins (Isaiah 43:25; Mark 2:7). But as the 
“Son of Man,” Jesus had the power to forgive sins (Mark 2:10). 
Likewise, Christ will return to Earth as the “Son of Man” in clouds of 
glory to reign on Earth (Matthew 26:63-64). In this passage, Jesus is 
citing Daniel 7:13 where the Messiah is described as the "Ancient of 
Days," a phrase used to indicate His deity (cf. Daniel 7:9). 
 
Further, when Jesus was asked by the high priest whether He was the 
“Son of God” (Matthew 26:63), He responded affirmatively, declaring 
that He was the “Son of Man” who would come in power and great 
glory (verse 64). This indicated that Jesus Himself used the phrase 
“Son of Man” to indicate His deity as the Son of God. 
 
Finally, the phrase “Son of Man” also emphasizes who Jesus is in 
relation to His incarnation and His work of salvation. In the Old 
Testament (Leviticus 25:25-26, 48-49; Ruth 2:20), the next of kin 
(one related by blood) always functioned as the “kinsman-redeemer” 
of a family member who needed redemption from jail. Jesus became 
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related to us “by blood” (that is, He became a man) so He could 
function as our Kinsman-Redeemer and rescue us from sin. 


