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Week 7 – Encountering God  

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” Acts 1:8 
 

One idea I can’t get my head around – is not just that Jesus walked on earth, both fully God and fully man. But 
also, that people walked around on earth with God-in-flesh. If God is holy, how could Jesus do life with very sinful 
people? And, how could very sinful people - walk, talk and eat with him, without a very real sense of holy awe? 
 
As a couple of disciples stood on a mountain with Jesus, God spoke to them directly. Note how they responded:  

“a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased. Listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 
But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” (Matt 17:5-7) 

 
PRAY: God, we acknowledge you as our Lord and creator. We believe that you have bigger plans for us than we 
could imagine – but sometimes we are afraid and lack courage to listen to you, let alone to trust and obey you. 
Open our ears to listen to you. Strengthen our hearts with courage and a desire to glorify you through obedience.  
 
ICEBREAKER: When God challenges us, it requires courageous obedience to God’s word - and a radical trust in 
both the promises and character of God. What is the one thing that you really hope that God will never ask you 
to do or where would you never want to go to? Why do you feel this way? 
 

READ:  Acts 9:1-31 

In the wake of the stoning of Stephen, we’re told in Acts 8:1-3 that “a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. … (A dangerous 
Jewish leader called) Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and 
women and put them in prison.” Storm suggests that “Apparently one place where the early Christians sought 
refuge was Damascus, an important Aramean city located about 150 miles (or 241 km) northeast of Jerusalem.” 
With that amount of distance from Jerusalem, the believers might have thought they were safe. But not so. In 
his anger, Saul “went to the high priest, and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem.” (Acts 9:1-2) 

 Acts 8:1 and 9:1-2 suggests that Saul was a really angry and murderous bully. What do you think was 
motivating Saul? (see also 5:17) Can you think of a contemporary parallel (individual or group)? 

 
Saul had a number of claims to social status. On one hand, he was a Roman citizen by birth (Acts 22:25-29).  Then 
in Acts 22:3, he stated that “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in (Jerusalem). Under Gamaliel I 
was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as zealous for God as any of you are today.” 

 Gamaliel was renown as a Jewish teacher. Read Acts 5:34-39. What was Gamaliel’s response to the 
increasing influence of Jesus’ followers? Why do you think Gamaliel and Saul differed in their responses? 
 

Acts 9 contrasts two different encounters with God: Saul as an enemy of Jesus vs Ananias as a disciple of Jesus. 
On a piece of butchers’ paper, create two columns with the headings: SAUL and ANANIAS. Compare and contrast 
the encounters in verses 1-9 and in verses 10-17. Some questions you might want to ask are: 

 What was Saul doing when God spoke to him? What was his attitude to God at the time? What means 
did God use to get his attention? How was Saul physically impacted? How did Saul respond?  

 What was Ananias doing when God spoke to him? What was his attitude to God at the time? What means 
did God use to get his attention? How did Ananias respond? Was his initial response reasonable? 
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 What did it mean for Saul to be obedient to God? By comparison, what did Ananias have to do? 
 

While Ananias expressed his fear of going near Saul (Acts 9:13), God assured him that not only was there a divine 
plan for Saul to proclaim Christ, but also that God was in the process of making sure Saul realised that proclaiming 
Christ would result in suffering. (9:15-16) In a very short time, Saul would go from being the persecutor, to being 
the subject of death threats and attempts. (9:23-24,29) He was transformed from antagonist to apologist, 
preaching with powerful/ convincing rhetoric, that Jesus was the Son of God and the Christ. (9:20, 22) 

 How did God speaking into the lives of Saul and Ananias enable them with courage to act obediently and 
faithfully, even in the face of very real risks to their lives?  
 

 Which of these two guys do you think was most impacted by their encounter with God? E.g. How was 
their view of God changed/ impacted? Their faith grown?  

 
The sudden conversion of Saul/ Paul created absolute confusion in Damascus. Saul had been on a mission to 
imprison followers of Jesus – then, nearly overnight, he was standing in the synagogue, preaching. The Jews were 
baffled. (Acts 9:20-22). Yet, not everyone was convinced. We read that “When (Saul) came to Jerusalem, he tried 
to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.” (Acts 9:26) 

 In Acts 9:27, what things provided evidence – or proof – of Saul’s change of heart?  
 

 In Acts 9:25, 29-30 we see a strong sense of camaraderie at work in the Christian community, as people 
were listening out for and acting to protect each other, in the face of very real threats to kill outspoken 
believers. In what ways do you, as individuals and as a group, seek to look out for each other? 
 

In Acts 9:17-18, we see three things occur in quick succession: Ananias lays hand on Saul who then regains his 
sight, Saul receives the Holy Spirit and is then baptized.  In verse 20, Saul “at once” began to preach. He’d only 
spent “several days” with the disciples there. From the time of his encounter, God gave him an amazing level of 
insight – that meant he was engaging in ministry from very early days.  
By comparison – by the 3rd century AD, Hippolytus described a lengthy process (inquiry, conversion, discipleship, 
formation/ prep for baptism, baptism, church membership) before allowing active participation in the church.  

 How did people nurture your faith when you were new to faith? Were you aware of the Spirit’s work in 
your life? Did people pray with and for you for things like healing? Was there a time lag between believing 
in Christ and being baptized? How quickly did you become involved in some sort of ministry? 

 

 Do you minister to people around you in this way? Do others minister to you when you ask them to? 
 

REFLECT & SHARE: In Noel’s sermon about Vibrant Community, he talked about our corporate life being Spirit-
inspired and not something that we can manufacture. If we are sensitive to the promptings of the Spirit, then we 
pray about and act on those promptings (assuming those are consistent with Scripture and we have talked with 
someone we trust if we’re making a major decision and/ or if we don’t know if it is just a personal preference.) 

 In what ways has God spoken to you through your life? Have there been any situations where you 
intentionally acted, contacted someone or prayed for someone, because you felt God had laid that 
situation or person on your heart?  

   

 Has God challenged you recently, to step out e.g. to contact someone, to share your testimony, etc.  and 
you haven’t got round to it? OR Has God challenged you to ask others to pray for a situation in your life? 

 
PRAY: “ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. 
All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better.” (Col 1:9-10 NLT) 


