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In the final study in this series, we again look at the mission of the church in Matthew 10 and Luke 10. 
Jesus equipped his disciples with spiritual power to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of people. 
He equipped them with a message to preach. He also equipped them with practical teaching and advice, 
as well as warning them about challenges they would face. As they went about ministry, they needed to 
trust that God would sustain and provide for them, in each situation that they were confronted with. 
 
ICEBREAKER: Imagine you’re going on an overseas trip, either for work or on holiday. What are the 
basics that you would pack? What are the essentials re planning and preparation that need to be done 
before you leave? How stressed do you get during this process? 
 
READ: Matthew 10:7-14 

• When we travel away from home, many of us either pay for accommodation or stay with friends or 
family. How do you feel about finding a ‘worthy person’ (Matt 10:11) and asking to lodge with them? 

 
 
R.T. France highlights that the disciples would not have found this to be an unusual instruction, because 
it reflected the cultural norms and obligations in Jesus’ time: 

“The expectation of free hospitality, which seems so bold to our culture, is in accord with eastern 
tradition, where the guest, who might be a complete stranger, has unquestioned rights to provision 
and protection (cf. Gen. 18:1–8; 19:1–8; Judg. 19:15–24).”1 

 
READ Matt 10:12-14, Luke 10:5-9 and Is 52:7. In study 4, we looked at a definition of ‘shalom’ or peace. 
Grant Buchanan comments that that, our focus in Christian life and ministry should be “To live in God’s 
shalom and bring others to experience God’s kingdom so they, too, can experience life and shalom as 
they follow Jesus through the power and presence of the Spirit.”2  

• In Isaiah 52:7, what was the role of the messenger? What were the components of his message? 
What do you think each of these components mean? Which aspect or aspects do we normally 
focus on, when we think about ‘sharing the gospel’? 

 
 
In the Matt and Luke verses, Jesus told his disciples to proclaim peace (or shalom) when they entered the 
home of a person. In both Jewish and Arabic cultures, ‘shalom’ is a standard greeting, to give a blessing 
for the health and wellbeing of all in that house. However, some commentators believe that what Jesus 
was telling them to do, went beyond some mere ‘wish’ or greeting. France notes that this was “no mere 
formality”, but “once uttered (it) was a potent force”, which “goes out and is effective; but it is not automatic, 
and a wrong attitude in the receiver will result in its return, like an uncashed cheque.3 Joel Green highlights 
that “these sent ones (can be seen) as persons capable of extending the peace that is God’s to others.”4 
 

• In John 20:19-26, Jesus three times told the disciples, ‘Peace be with you’. After he healed people, 

he often said, ‘Go in peace’. Do you ever pray and/ or invoke God’s peace on yourself, on your 

family? 

 

• What about – for your work colleagues and neighbours? 

 

READ: Matthew 10:14-25a 
 
At Matt 10:13-14, we see a shift in the passage. The first scenario given in Matt 10:7-13, is one where the 
person apparently welcomes both the messenger and their message. However, an offer of hospitality does 
not automatically result in the message being accepted.  

• What types of adverse situations are mentioned in this passage? How do you feel about the 
possibility of being put in these situations? 
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• How does Jesus counsel us to respond to this opposition?  
o Matt 10:15  Remember …. 

 
o Matt 10:16  BE … 

 

o Matt 10:17  BE … 
 

o Matt 10:18  KEEP … 
 

o Matt 10:19  DON’T … 
 

o Matt 10:20 RELY ON … 
 

o Matt 10:22 STAND … 
 

• In Matt 10:18 starts with “On my account …” and Matt 10:23 links the hate of the messengers, as 
being “because of me”. How does that change how we think about and deal with rejection? 

 
 
READ 2 Tim 1:7-8, 11-12. 

• What does Paul tell us NOT to do, especially when we face rejection and/ or suffering?  
 
 

• What things did Paul hang onto, that helped him continue to be faithful, to persevere and be 
resilient in ministry, through all circumstances?  

 
 
Discipleship is about following the ways and example of Jesus. In Phil 2:8, we read that Jesus’ obedience 
to his Father, meant he “became obedient to death - even death on a cross!” In Matt 10:25a, we read that 
“It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master.” Jesus wanted his 
disciples – both in the first century and today - to comprehend that we can and will experience various 
degrees of rejection and suffering if we are faithful disciples and witnesses. Just as some people have and 
continue to reject Jesus, some will reject us and our message. 
 
READ Isaiah 53:1-9 (NLT): 

Who has believed our message? To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm? My servant 
grew up in the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot, like a root in dry ground. There was 
nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to him. He was despised 
and rejected - a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him 
and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was our weaknesses he 
carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment 
from God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 
He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. All of us, like sheep, 
have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the sins 
of us all. He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a 
lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that his 
life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. He had done 
no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich 
man’s grave.  
 

• Isaiah prophesied about the suffering servant. We believe that this prophesy was fulfilled in Jesus’ 
brutal death and being identified as “the lamb of God”. (John 1:29) The words that are ‘bolded’, 
describe the treatment that Jesus endured. Which of these impacts you the greatest? Why? 

 
 

• Read Isaiah 53:5 in different translations. This verse uses words for wholeness/ peace (Heb: 
shalom) and healing (Heb: rapha). Jesus endured great pain and suffering so we could be ‘whole’ 
and ‘healed’. Does Jesus’ example of radical perseverance challenge and encourage you to share 
your faith? Why? Or why not?  

 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER that you will: “keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work 
of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.” (2 Tim 4:5) 


