
  

  

AC #1: WORSHIP FULLY 

Christmas.  With all of its theological richness and life-changing implications, Christmas marks 

one of the most amazing moments in human history: the coming of the promised Messiah as 

God himself took on flesh and incarnated among us.  And yet every year Christmas also seems 

to mark a season of enormous stress, materialism, spending and consuming that is entered 

into somewhat disconnected to Christ at best, and blatantly disregarding him at worst.  In the 

lead up to Christmas, our church will join many others around the world reminding and 

challenging ourselves afresh to be truly Christ-centred in our celebration of Christmas. 

 

Christmas versions 

We all have Christmas traditions that differ family to family.  What does Christmas look like for 

you in your family? 

What do you look forward to most about the way you celebrate Christmas?  What is your 

least favourite part about it? 

When you consider your particular Christmas traditions, what would you say about them is 

especially ‘Christian’?  How much is simply cultural or family tradition? 

 

Greeted with Worship 

Read the account of the Magi coming to worship Jesus in Matthew 2:1-12 

What is the Messianic significance of: 

- The teachers of the law quoting the prophet Micah 5:2, 4 to give the Magi 

directions? 

- The fact that the Magi didn’t just come to pay homage to the ‘king of the Jews’ but 

came ‘to worship him’? 

- The fact that non-Jews came to worship Jesus? 

Consider the lengths the Magi went to in order to seek out the new born king to worship   

- In what ways do you see many people searching for God or something of eternal 

significance in our world today?   

- In what ways do you see many people in our society not even remotely interested in 

looking into what the Christmas message is? 

- What does Acts 17:27-28 have to say about the importance of actively seeking God?    

- How can we help encourage non-believers to seek God this Christmas season? 

 



  

  

 

Worthy of Worship 

Consider the Magi’s reaction to Jesus that first Christmas: they were overjoyed, they bowed 

down, they worshiped him, and they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 

- Why would these Magi consider the infant Jesus being worthy of such worship?   

- What does the angelic announcements in Matthew 1:21 and Luke 2:10-12 have to 

say about the worthiness of Christ to be worshipped? 

Michael Morrison wrote: 

‘We can’t know God’s worth, much less declare it, unless God reveals himself to us.  So God 

initiates worship by revealing himself to us.  Then we respond, and the proper response is 

worship.  The more we grasp his greatness, his power, his love, his character, the more we 

understand his worthiness, the better we can declare his worth – the better we can worship’ 

Why does Michael link our worship with our understanding of God’s worth?  

What does your worship of God reveal about how worthy you see God to be? 

Read together Colossians 1:15-20, Philippians 2:5-11 & Hebrews 1:1-9.  What do these 

passages tell us about the worthiness of the Son? 

 

Worship Him Fully 

The person and work of Jesus, as well as the totality of the Scriptures all point to the truth 

that Christ is deserving of our total and undivided worship. 

- What are somethings for you that compete or distract you from fully worshipping 

Christ in all of your life? 

- For you, what would be your equivalent of the Magi’s response to Jesus (overjoyed, 

bowed down, worshipping, opening their treasures and presenting him with gifts)?   

In many ways Christmas, as celebrated by our society, has become a form of syncretism; a 

blending of faith and culture.   

- In what other ways do you see Christian faith being watered down to be compatible 

with, and inclusive of, societal norms? 

- How does Romans 12:1-2 instruct us to safeguard our true and proper worship 

against this worldly conformity? 

How do you feel God calling you to worship Him more fully this coming week and over this 

Christmas season? 

Read together Hebrews 12:28-29 and spend some time in prayer worshipping our Great God 

 


