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Living Submissively         1 Peter 2:11-3:7 

Welcome to week four in our series through the Book of 1 Peter.  In this passage Peter is 

anticipating the inevitable confrontation between Christians and Roman society and seeks 

to clarify what it means to be obedient as God’s people in a sometimes hostile world.  As 

with the rest of the letter, our attitudes and behaviours are to be grounded in our identity 

as believers.  While many of the specific cultural examples Peter addresses are outside of 

our modern Australian experience, the baseline commitment to use our lives in such a way 

that testifies to the glory of God should be common amongst God’s people of all ages.   

What encouragement or questions did you come away with from the message on Sunday? 

Waging war, living as exiles & our public life 

Once again Peter reminds his readers that because of their relationship to Jesus (the 

foundation/cornerstone), they have become foreigners and exiles in this world. 

- In what ways does seeing ourselves this way help us to abstain from sinful desires?  

- In what ways does this self-identity as exiles help us think through the impact our 

lives have as we live ‘among the pagan’ culture? 

As we live as foreigners and exiles, not only will we face opposition from a world that 

doesn’t recognise the Lordship of Jesus, but we will also face internal opposition from our 

own sinful desires. 

- Do you find it comforting that the Bible acknowledges the presence of ongoing sinful 

desires in the lives of believers?   

- Is the very real daily battle against our own sinful desires something that you believe 

that we should talk about more within church/connect groups? 

Verse 11 says that these sinful desires wage war against our souls.   

- How have you seen your own sinful desires cause damage to yourself, to others and 

to your relationship with God?   

One of the key words or ideas in this passage is submission.  Peter writes that the godly 

believer does not submit to their sinful desires (they abstain from them) and instead 

chooses to submit themselves to the rule and reign of God. 

- What ‘light-bulb moments’, realisations, practices, attitudes or regular habits have 

you found helpful in this war again sinful desires?   

Ultimately this abstinence from acting upon our own sinful desires is not only an end in 

itself, but should result in us living distinctly Christian exemplar lives that glorify God.   

- What are some examples of such ‘good deeds’ that Peter urges us to live out? 
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Jesus has left us an example to follow 

Any discussion about a Christian response to those in worldly authority over us starts by first 

acknowledging that we have wilfully submitted our lives to the Lordship of Jesus!  It is ‘for 

the Lord’s sake’ (v13), as we ‘live as God’s slaves’ (v16), in ‘reverent fear of God’ (v18) while 

we follow the example set by Jesus (v21) that causes us to submit ourselves to human 

authority.   

- Why is that?   

- What is the point of choosing to submit to such authority? 

- How is such God-centred submission different from blind obedience to worldly 

authority? 

Read v21-25.  In what ways is Jesus the perfect example of godly submission? 

So prevalent in our society is the idea that we should speak up and fight for our “rights”.  

- How does an attitude of entrusting ourselves to God and believing that He will judge 

justly (v23) help free us from anxiety over any poor treatment we might receive?   

- What is the balance between this and the call for Christians to oppose injustice in 

our world? 

Verses 24-25 remind us of the Gospel.  As those who have received forgiveness and mercy 

because of Christ’s self-giving, for us to then turn and be selfish and self-centred (even self-

assertive in many ways) simply doesn’t make sense.   

- How are you seeking to become more selfless in your attitudes, words and 

behaviours?   

- What are some of the ways you can be a servant of all as you model your life after 

Christ? 

Verse 17 calls us to show ‘proper respect to everyone’ but especially to love the family of 

believers.  Likewise, we are called to honour the emperor but to ‘fear God’.  This reveals a 

primacy (higher importance) placed on our relationship to God and to God’s people over 

and above other societal relationships.   

- Do you agree with that?  Why/why not?   

- What would be a practical example of living this out? 

In many ways the specific contextual issues that Peter addresses here (emperors, slaves and 

masters, even society’s view of the roles of husbands and wives) are different than Australia 

in 2013.   

- So how does this teaching apply to us today?   

- Brainstorm some of the human authority that is over us as we go through life.  How 

should we relate to those people or systems in a God-glorifying way as believers? 

Spend time praying for our world, society and those in positions of authority.  Pray also for 

our witness and strength to abstain from our own inner sinful desires. 


