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Living Intentionally           1 Peter 3:8-22 

Welcome to week 5 in our series through the book of 1 Peter.  In this passage Peter 

continues his encouragement to the early Christians to adopt a Christ-like posture with 

other people.  So much hurt is caused willingly and unwillingly by people in our world today, 

so 1 Peter 3:8-22 is a great reminder that we have been called to a higher way of relating to 

others – to be a blessing to them regardless of how we feel treated by them.   

 

How did you feel God speak to you through the message on Sunday? 

What connection do you see between 1 Peter 3:8-22 and last week’s study (1 Peter 2:11-

3:7)?  How is Peter building his encouragement/instruction to these early believers on what 

he has already written throughout the whole letter so far? 

To this you were called 

Read together verses 8-12. 

In verse 8 Peter lists 5 adjectives to describe the attitudes with which Christians should treat 

others, especially other believers. 

 Can you give some practical examples of what each of those would look like? 

 Of those five attitudes, is there any you find come more naturally to you than the 

others?  Can you share a recent example where you were able embody one of those 

attitudes? 

 Of those five attitudes listed, which do you find the most difficult and why? 

Read John 17:20-23, Acts 4:32 and Philippians 2:1-3.  Discuss why it is particularly important 

that this sort of attitude dominates the way Christians treat one another. 

A bible scholar called Wiersbe notes that people have 3 fundamental choices about how 

they will respond to people around them. 1) Respond with evil when others do good to you 

(the satanic or evil way). 2) Respond with evil when people treat you evil and good when 

people treat you well (the worldly or human way). 3) Respond with good regardless of 

whether people treat you well or not (the godly way). 

 Christians are called to the third way.  Why is this (v11-12)? 

 How important is this instruction for believers in light of verses 11-12? 

 Notice the instruction is more than simply refraining from responding with evil or 

malice, but to go further and respond with blessing.  What in our nature finds this 

really hard to do? 

 Has there been a time in recent memory where you really had to intentionally stop 

yourself from responding out of hurt or anger and choose to respond with a 

blessing? 

 What would some examples of “blessing” be? 
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The reality & reception of godly living 

In verse 13 Peter asks a rhetorical question.  There is a sense that you might think that right 

living would mean people would at the very least not want to harm you.  For the most part 

this is possibly true.   

 Why might unbelievers be more willing to listen to someone who genuinely lives this 

way?  

 Why might they be curious enough to ask us for the reason we live such hope-filled 

lives? 

In our world and in our thinking we often assume a direct connection between right living 

and easy living.  Yet Peter is clearly addressing being attacked for good behaviour in Christ!   

 Have you ever experienced something like this in your own life?  How did you 

respond?  Would you respond differently next time around? 

 Why is keeping a ‘clear conscience’ in the way we response to those attacking us 

important? 

 How can revering Christ as Lord in our hearts help us in those times where others 

don’t understand our attitude or behaviour, or even attack us for them? 

In verse 17 I think we understand that it is better to suffer for doing good then doing evil (in 

which case you might have brought it on yourself!), but to consider it a blessing to ‘suffer for 

what is right’ (v14) is harder to wrap our heads around. 

 Why does Peter consider those who suffer for what is right to ‘be blessed’? 

 Think of the original readers and the increasing persecution they were facing in the 

empire.  How would this passage be strengthening, encouraging and challenging for 

them to read? 

 

The Ministry of Jesus 

Once again Peter reminds his readers and us, that Christ has set us an example for us to 

‘follow in his steps’ (1 Peter 2:21).  Considering the treatment that Jesus endured (though he 

had done no wrong), how can we draw strength and courage to do likewise when treated 

unfairly?  

Once again Peter also reminds his readers of the Gospel.  We are the recipients of new life, 

forgiveness and reconciliation with God because Jesus was prepared to suffer unfairly.  How 

can we make sure that we never “get over grace” or take it for granted?   

Ultimately, the vindicated Jesus is our Lord and is in a place of power at God’s right hand.  

How can we help people see how amazing Jesus is by the way we treat others throughout 

our lives? 


