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Colossians 1:1-14 

Welcome to our series through the book of Colossians.  Paul wrote this letter from prison to 

the church at the unimportant city of Colossae to encourage them and safeguard against 

false teaching.  Colossians is a Jesus-centred letter.  Colossians affirms the supremacy of 

Christ in all things, the sufficiency of Christ for salvation and encourages readers to live their 

lives for Christ.  As always, I pray this series would be a blessing, encouragement, challenge 

and an inspiration that would cause us to have a fuller understanding of who Jesus is, a 

deeper love for Him and a renewed commitment to live our lives solely for him.  

To help keep our lives Jesus-centred, and to be encouraged by the way others are walking in 

faith, each week we will start with the same ‘community questions’ before moving into the 

passage for the week.   

Community Questions: 

Since we last met: 
1) What have you sensed God speak to you through personal prayer & bible reading? 
2) How has your life given testimony to the greatness of Jesus? 
3) What specific ways have you seen God bless you?  How did you share those? 
4) In what area of your life or situation has it been toughest to put Christ first? 

 

Colossians Questions:  

Read Colossians 1:1-14.  What immediately stands out to you?  Does anything in this 

passage particularly confuse you, encourage you or convict you? 

 

Thanksgiving for the Colossian church 

What is the two-fold reason that causes Paul to thank God for the Colossian church? 

Faith in Jesus and love for other believers can be internal personal characteristics.  So what 

would be some external signs of faith and love that would be obvious enough for news to 

travel to Paul about the quality of the Colossian’s faith and love? 

When you think of your own life and the life of our church, how do you see those two things 

being evidenced?  In what ways can you, and we, still grow in these areas? 

Paul points to their hope stored up in heaven being the catalyst for their present faith and 

love for others (v5).  Why would that cause ‘faith’ and ‘love’ specifically to spring forth?   

As you consider your own life, how many attitudes or behaviours are derived from future 

hope in heaven?  What changes when we put our day to day lives in the context of eternity? 

Verses 4-8 are a fantastic commentary on the spread of the Gospel in the 1st century and 

the way the proclamation of the Gospel birthed the church at Colossae.  Here is a classic 

example of the difference between mission and maintenance – for Paul it wasn’t about 

maintaining religious activities and programs but about the spread of the Gospel bringing 
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individuals from death to life.  Where do you see this same “Gospel-edge” or “missional 

mindset” evidenced in your own life?  The life of your small group?  The life of our church?  

What priorities or practices might need re-aligning?  

 

Prayer for the Colossian believers 

Paul declares that ‘since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.  

We continually ask God to...’  Who or what in your life are you praying this way for? 

As you read Paul’s prayer, what do you think is the:1  

- Substance of his prayer? 

- How he anticipates God answering his prayer? 

- Why he is praying this for the Colossian believers? 

- What it would look like if his prayer was answered? 

How does the Holy Spirit give wisdom and understanding of God’s will?  How have you 

experienced this in your own life? 

Paul’s heart for the Colossians is the same as my heart for you: that you would live a life 

worthy of the Lord.  Which of Paul’s 4 examples of what such a life looks like (bearing fruit, 

growing in knowledge, being strengthened for endurance, giving joyful thanks) is a strength 

of your walk with God at the moment?  Which is a growth area needing some attention?   

This is not an exhaustive list, so what other things might you include as important for living a 

life worthy of the Lord? 

 

                                                           
1 This is how I read Paul’s prayer: 

- WHAT? that they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will 

- HOW? Through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives 

- WHY? That they might live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way 

- WHAT DOES THAT LOOK LIKE? Bearing fruit, growing in knowledge etc 


