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Colossians 1:15-23 

Welcome to our second week through the book of Colossians.  Given Paul’s words here in 

Colossians 1:15-23, unsurprisingly, this week is all about the supremacy and sufficiency of 

Jesus!   

Community Questions: 

Since we last met: 
1) What have you sensed God speak to you through personal prayer & bible reading? 
2) How has your life given testimony to the greatness of Jesus? 
3) What specific ways have you seen God bless you?  How did you share those? 
4) In what area of your life or situation has it been toughest to put Christ first? 

 

Colossians Questions:  

Read Colossians 1:15-23.  What immediately stands out to you?  Does anything in this 

passage particularly confuse you, encourage you or convict you? 

 

Jesus...kind of a big deal (vv15-20) 

How would you answer someone who genuinely asked “who is Jesus”? 

As the ‘image of God,’ Jesus is God’s exact representation (cf Heb 1:3).  What God is, Jesus 

is.  What God contains, Jesus contains.  What God has, Jesus has.  What God does, Jesus 

does.  In every way that God is God, Jesus’ being exactly (fully/perfectly) represents God’s 

being.  

- How does Jesus’ own teaching in John 5:16-23, 26; 8:49-59; 12:49-50; 16:25-28; 

17:20-24 back that claim up? 

- What evidence of Christ’s deity do you see in the Gospel records of his life? 

- How would you describe the relationship between Jesus and God the Father? 

How does seeing Christ as the creator and sustainer (v16-17) help us fully understand the 

incredible humility of Jesus in his incarnation and crucifixion (Philippians 2:6-8)? 

Jesus as the head of the church is a theology we strongly hold to and maintain.  So how 

should Jesus’ headship of The Church work out practically in the context of a local church? 

These verses deal so clearly with the absolute supremacy of Jesus.  Why do you think the 

supremacy of Jesus is such an important theme throughout the New Testament? 

As you consider the above questions and verses, do you think that your view of Jesus is full 

and complete?  

What is the result in our thoughts, priorities, behaviours and relationships when we follow 

Christ as the pre-eminent very image of God? 

What forms of false teaching does Colossians 1:15-20 safeguard against? 
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Jesus’ work...kind of a big deal (vv21-23) 

As with many New Testament passages, there is a three-fold description of the work of the 

Gospel in a believer’s life.  There is a past sinful ‘old-self’ that is recognised (‘once you 

were’), a present redeemed reality based on Christ’s work not ours (‘but now he has’), and 

an ongoing responsibility for the believer (‘if you continue in your faith’).  Take turns in 

sharing your own (short) testimony as a way of explaining the Gospel using this past-

present-ongoing model. 

Why was Christ’s physical death necessary to reconcile us to God? (see Hebrews 9:11-28) 

How do you understand what Paul is teaching when he writes that we will be presented 

without blemish and free from accusation ‘if’ we continue in our faith? 

What practical steps can we take to encourage one another to continue in our faith, 

established and firm, not moving from the hope found in the Gospel? 

 

 


