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Colossians 3:1–14   

Welcome to our sixth week through the book of Colossians.  Paul reminds us of the great 

shift that happens in our lives when we are united with Christ.  Paul is comprehensive; he 

covers our hearts (our affections), our minds (our attitudes) and our behaviours. 

Community Questions: 

Since we last met: 
1) What have you sensed God speak to you through personal prayer & bible reading? 
2) How has your life given testimony to the greatness of Jesus? 
3) What specific ways have you seen God bless you?  How did you share those? 
4) In what area of your life or situation has it been toughest to put Christ first? 

 

Colossians Questions:  

Read Colossians 3:1-14.  What immediately stands out to you?  Does anything in this 

passage particularly confuse you, encourage you or convict you? 

 

Setting hearts and minds above (3:1-4) 

In the day to day routine of living life in 2013 it can be all too easy to focus on the cares and 

worries of the here and now.  How often and how easily do you find yourself thinking on 

‘things above’?  What happens for you when you do? 

How do the ‘things above’ contrast with ‘earthly things’ (v2)?  What would be examples of 

some of the differences between the two? 

How much does what our hearts desire/are set upon, and what our minds are preoccupied 

with determine how we live and relate to others?  What are some of the thoughts you get 

preoccupied by, or things you place your desires upon that differ from ‘things above’? 

In what ways has a Christian already ‘died’ and been ‘raised with Christ’?  (see Romans 6:3-

11, Galatians 2:20-21).  What is Paul talking in referencing when Christ will appear? 

 

Therefore: some stuff has to go (3:5-11) 

‘Put to death’ is the command in regards to whatever belongs to our earthly nature.  Not 

just single those things out as bad, not just avoid them where possible, not merely wound 

them but put them to death!  Why is sin so strongly spoken against within Scripture?  Do 

you see this same opinion of sin within our world, our church, your life? 

How comfortable are you that greed is in this list, and is singled out as idolatry?  Greed is 

defined as ‘intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power or food’.  Do 

you think greed has become one of the more acceptable sins?  How do we as Christians put 

greed to death (which is what we are called to do)? 
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What causes God’s anger and coming wrath?  Do you think this is just? 

Verse 9 calls us not to lie to each other.  I think this address a form of deceitfulness within 

the church where we pretend we are all okay.  The reality is we are sinners saved by grace, 

who still are struggling to put to death what belongs to our earthly nature.  What is the role 

of honest and accountable Christian relationships in our ongoing sanctification? 

How is the reality of our sinful condition and the work of Jesus the great leveller across all 

strata of society?  How should that be reflected in the way Christians interrelate? 

 

Therefore: you got some new Christian clothing to get on (3:12-14) 

Paul moves onto a more positive list, choosing to use the imagery of clothing ourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.   

- Can you share a time where you saw or were on the receiving end of this kind of 

Christian attitude and behaviour?   

- Is there one of those virtues that you feel you particularly struggle with? 

- How hard is it to embody v12-14 when the sins of v5 and v8 are still present? 

Can we bear with one another without having to be okay with their behaviour? How?        

Are there people or organisations at the moment that you are having trouble forgiving?   

How does love function as a virtue that ties all other Christian virtues together?   

 


