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What’s the point? Of Wisdom? 

Welcome to our third week in our series through the Book of Ecclesiastes ‘in search of 

meaning’.  Having shared with us his search for meaning (1:1 – 2:24) and his observations 

gained through the course of his search (3:1-6:12), the Teacher now shares his counsel 

through a mixture of proverbs and narration for the remainder of the book1.  Human 

wisdom may be meaningless and unable to answer the big questions of life or affect our 

ultimate destiny (Ecc 1:12-18, 2:12-16), however being wise in the way we live is ‘a good 

thing’ (Ecc 7:11). 

For the Christian, wisdom in Ecclesiastes is the call to right living in light of the proper 

perspective.  Our wisdom is founded on a right understand of who God is (‘the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom’ Psalm 110:10, Proverbs 9:10) and to be truly wise in the 

way we live is to live in light of this ultimate truth. 

 

Wisdom & the wise 

How did you feel God speak to you through the message on Sunday? 

What (and who) comes to mind when you think of wisdom & wise people? 

What would make you think of a person or an action as wise as opposed to foolish? 

Do you consider yourself wise?  In what ways are you still foolish at times? 

 

Proverbs/Comparisons – what makes a fool a fool & a wise person wise? 

Verse 1: A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better than the day 

of birth. 

 In what way is character (a good name) better than perfume?   

 How important should character be for the Christian?  How is it developed? (see 

Romans 5:3-5, 8:28-29, James 1:2-4 as some examples) 

 Do you feel you place enough importance on your character now? How do you see 

God shaping your character at the moment? 

 How does the day of death reveal our character? 

 
Verse 2: It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death 

is the destiny of everyone; the living should take this to heart 

 Have you ever been to a funeral and thought a lot more deeply about life as a result? 

 What is the Teacher’s point here?  How can we live wisely by living in light of our 

‘destiny’? (see Psalm 90:12) 
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 What would change in the way you lived if you truly lived in light of your inevitable 

death?  Would you consider those changes wise? 

 

Verse 3-4: Frustration is better than laughter, because a sad face is good for the heart. The 

heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of 

pleasure. 

 The teacher is not saying here that we should never laugh, smile or party (see 

Proverbs 15:13, 17:22, Ecclesiastes 3:4).  So what is his point here? 

 How do you see people chase fulfilment in shallow ways like partying and making 

light of life?  Is living such a way wise?  What does it actually gain or profit them? 

 How as Christian do we grow through and experience meaning in some of the 

tougher things in this life? 

 

Verses 5-6: It is better to heed the rebuke of a wise person than to listen to the song of fools. 
 Like the crackling of thorns under the pot, so is the laughter of fools. This too is meaningless. 

 One could suggest that rebuke is a lost art, even within the church.  Do you have 

people in your life that rebuke you when appropriate & vice versa?  How does having 

such people in your life actually help you to live wisely? 

 How do we balance rebuke with not being judgmental or unloving with allowing the 

Holy Spirit to convict?  See Matthew 7:1-6, James 5:19-20, 1 Corinthians 5:9-13, 

Matthew 18:15-18,  Romans 14:10-14. 

 

Verse 8-9:  The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than 

pride. Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, for anger resides in the lap of fools. 

 How are endurance, perseverance and patience such important qualities in the lives 

of Christians?  (see Hebrews 12:1-3, 2 Timothy 4:5-7, James 1:12) 

 How do these qualities help us live wisely in the way we react to things in life? 

 

So be wise! 

‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom’ (Psalm 110:10).  How is the fear of God the 

guiding principle for truly wise living?    

Read James 3:13-18.  Wisdom is more than nice thoughts, it needs to be shown in actions 

throughout life.  How does your life reflect this wisdom that ‘comes from heaven’?   

What do you feel especially convicted of through this study today?   

Read James 1:5-6 and pray to close your time together. 


