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What’s the point? Of Wealth? 

Welcome to week five in our series through the book of Ecclesiastes ‘in search of meaning.’  

This week we look at the Teacher’s examination of wealth.  As someone who was extremely 

wealthy, we should heed his warning about the dangers of inappropriate attitudes and 

handling of the wealth that God has entrusted to us. 

How did you feel God challenge, inspire or encourage you through the sermons on Sunday? 

 

The more we have... 

The Teacher’s observations in Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 have lots of little bite sized bits of wisdom 

with a very pertinent conclusion for us at the end of this passage. 

The more we have, the more the people in power take  (v8-9) 

Whether it is legitimately taken through taxation or illegitimately taken through corruption, 

our wealth is often divided and portions taken by another.  How do you feel about your 

money being taken by the government in taxes?  

What should be a Christian attitude towards taxes? (see Matthew 17:24-27, Luke 20:20-26, 

Romans 13:1-2, 6-7)    

The more we have, the more we want  (v10) 

How have you seen evidence of this verse in your own lives and the lives of others?  What is 

it about ourselves that makes us think: if we just have “a little more” then we’ll be content? 

Compare with Ecclesiastes 4:7-8 & Hebrews 13:5 and consider: how can we safeguard 

against the love of money and learn contentment in our current circumstances?  How is 

contentment great gain (1 Timothy 6:6) and a secret that must be learned (Phil 4:12-13) 

The more we have, the more we spend (v11) 

The Teacher’s point here is that when you have a lot of money you tend to spend a lot of 

money – the larger your house the more it costs to run and maintain, the larger your bank 

balance the more you spend managing it, the larger your lifestyle the more people it tends 

to attract. 

Read Luke 12:15 & Isaiah 55:2.  How do you personally decide what is appropriate or 

excessive when it comes to your expenditure?   

The more we have, the more we worry (v12) 

Do you agree with the Teacher’s statement here?  What extra worries can wealth cause? 

The more we have, the more we hoard (v13) 

In what ways can hoarded wealth been harmful to its owners? 
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Proverbs 21:20 seems to advocate biblical saving and Luke 12:15-21 warns against doing so 

excessively.  What is the difference between the two?  When does saving money turn into 

hoarding wealth? 

Especially in light of Ecclesiastes 5:10, how can we know when it becomes too much? 

The more we have, the more we have to lose (v13-15) 

Whether it’s through misfortune, changing circumstances, expenses or ultimately our death, 

any accumulated wealth will be gone.  How does knowing that wealth comes and will go 

change the way we see & use wealth? 

 

Where does your satisfaction come from? 

Ultimately, the Teacher’s examination of wealth fits in with his broader thesis that nothing 

which is external to us ‘under the sun’ can truly satisfy.  Jim Carrey once said something very 

similar: "I wish everyone could get rich and famous and everything they ever dreamed of so 

they can see that's not the answer."  

Are you currently dissatisfied with your income and your possessions?  Why/why not?   

The Teacher saw discontentment despite wealth as an evil that weighs heavily on mankind 

(see Ecclesiastes 6:1-6).  How confronted are you by the Teacher’s statement that a stillborn 

is better off than someone who cannot enjoy their prosperity?  How does the wisdom of 

Ecclesiastes need to confront the culture of our Western society in regards to wealth and 

possessions? 

In verses18-20 the Teacher reminds us that there is satisfaction and enjoyment to be had, 

but that this is ‘the gift of God’.  In what ways are the ability to earn wealth, have wealth, 

enjoy wealth all gifts from God? 

If our ultimate satisfaction is found in Christ, how does that actually free us to enjoy the 

good gifts he has given us?  How truly rich are those who are in Christ (Ephesians 1:3-14)? 

 

Handle material possessions like a follower of Christ! 

We look at this in greater detail last term (if you missed it you can find it here: 

http://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/sermons.asp).  So, how does being a follower of 

Christ change the way you view, pursue, use and enjoy wealth?  What is our true treasure? 

There is a stack of bible verses on the following page – what there really jumps out at you as 

something you need to live in light of in your life now? 

Finish your time together by thanking God for the wealth you have right now and pray for 

the ability to be content, honour Christ & enjoy however much or however little you have.  

http://www.springwoodbaptist.org.au/sermons.asp
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Deut 8 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which 
he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 

Psalm 119 Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain. 37 Turn my eyes 
away from worthless things; preserve my life according to your word 

Proverbs 1516 Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.  

Proverbs 23 4 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; do not trust your own cleverness. 5 Cast 
but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly 
off to the sky like an eagle.  

Proverbs 30 7 “Two things I ask of you, LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep falsehood 
and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my 
daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the 
LORD?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.  

Matthew 6 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.  

Luke 12 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; 
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”  
29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 
30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. 

Philippians 4 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can 
do all this through him who gives me strength.  

1 Timothy 6 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.  

Hebrews 13 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 
have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 


