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Isaiah 6.  The Holy God 
 
Welcome to our first of 4 weeks looking at the nature of God. We trust that this will build on 
the things we learnt about God from his covenants 
 
Community Questions:  

Since we last met: 

1) How has your understanding of God’s holiness grown since studying David’s 
covenant? 

2) If God has planned to gather, save and bless us for so many thousands of 
years what should be my confidence level for the living of daily life? 

3) How has my understanding of God grown from the covenants? 

 
 
There is much popular literature around today that gives the impression that God is in the 
business of transforming us into wealthy, ecstatic and fulfilled beings. God’s agenda seems to 
become very much like that of a modern psychology text. His purpose is represented as ‘self 
fulfillment’ for each of his followers. Count the books on the shelves at Koorong next time 
you are there that fall into this category. They sell very well. 
 
 Now while scripture does contain many many promises of blessing, they are subservient to 
God’s demand we worship him in a way which reflects his holiness.  
 
Isaiah is a prophet. We are not all called to be prophets as he was. So there will be differences 
in our experience and his. Yet as we look at the marvelous experience that he had, it is 
fascinating to see how it parallels our own. 
 
V1. Isaiah has a very visual and powerful experience of meeting God. How is your 
experience similar. Did you meet God in a vision, a moment of reflection, in somebodies 
kind actions….? 
 
V1 to verse 4 give a description of God. This is some of the most powerful language in the 
Old Testament. It also instructs us greatly about a genuine encounter with God. Firstly the 
physical description is missing. No facial features or age or beard/beardless type of detail. 
The closest thing we have to a physical description is that the robe was BIG. This by 
implication gives us an image of power, might and majesty. In fact the physical impressions 
are holiness, power, shaking, burning etc. When we encounter God we stop talking about 
ourselves.  
 
Do you feel close to God or remote from God when we gain an impression of his holiness 
and might? 
Scripture also contains gentle pictures of God. Lamb, mother hen, saviour etc. How can we 
keep the balance in our view of God? 
 
V5. The next parallel to our experience comes in v5. Was a consciousness of sin part of your 
encounter with God?  Meeting a holy God confronts us with our own state of being. 
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V6-7 This is a powerful Old Testament image of the forgiveness of God at work. Again it is 
parallel to our own experience though in a rather more dramatic image. 
 
God pursues Isaiah (by giving him the vision), he forgives Isaiah and he demands obedience 
(lack of sin). Now God breaks into unsuspecting Isaiah’s life and transforms him to his 
purpose. Read V8. 
 
Holiness is the heart of God”. Discuss. 
 
Often preachers end the passage here. The rest of the chapter is hard reading and requires a 
very mature understanding. V9-12 are Isaiah’s call to preach and God tells him in advance 
that his message will be rejected and the people perish.  This is exactly what happened of 
course.  
 
Is Isaiah’s call in any way similar to ours? We might wonder how a modern Church so filled 
with talk of victory here and now would cope. Yet the only sure victory we have is in the 
next world. V10 refers to the ultimate power of God to overcome but God not only 
transformed Isaiah to serve, he sent him to serve even though he knew he would be rejected. 
 
Are we willing to serve without immediate success. Are we prepared to serve him whatever 
the cost? 
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